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THE CARNAL MIND: A SERMON. 
BY THE REV. DR. THOS. F. SARGENT, OF PHILADELPHIA. 


‘+ Because the carnal mind is enmity against God ; for it is not subject to the law ot 
God, neither indeed can be.”—Rom. viii, 7. 


Or the numerous errors, my brethren, which at the present 
period infest both our city and country, one of the most prolific 
and pernicious is that which denies the original and inherent 
depravity of the human heart. If we are not greatly mistaken, 
Arianism, Socinianism, and Deism, have all sprung from this 
source: for it may well be demanded, “If man is not a depraved 
and undone creature, what necessity of so wonderful a-Restorer 
and Saviour as the Son of God? If he be not enslaved by sin, 
why is he redeemed by Jesus Christ? If he be not polluted, 
why must he be washed by the blood of the Lamb of God? If 
his soul be not disordered, what occasion is there for the hea- 
venly Physician? If he be not helpless, why is the aid of the 
Holy Spirit procured for him? and why is he so pressingly invi- 
ted to secure its benefits ?—and if he be not born in sin, how 
can he need the new birth?” I say, if man is not the helpless 
and depraved creature he is represented to be, wherein do we 
discover the necessity of the atonement, and that this atonement 
should be by Jehovah’s fellow? But only admit the doctrine of 
human depravity, in the extent to which the Scriptures carry it, 
and the consequent inability of man to restore himself to the 
divine favour by his own acts, or to procure it by any of his own 
doings, and then the importance, the fitness, and the force of that 
declaration, ** Without the shedding of blood is.no remission of 
sin,” will not only be felt but hailed as one of the most consola- 
tory truths in all the book of God—a truth this which stands 
pre-eminently in the whole of that gracious economy which God 
has put in operation for the recovery of mankind. 

The words which I have selected as the foundation of the 
remarks I am about to make, appear especially to relate to this 
original principle of evil found in all mankind, without any ex- 
ception. This hostile principle to the law is not produced by our 
violations of the law, though it may be strengthened by such vio- 
lations ; but is the cause of our transgressions of the law. In 
the sixth ‘verse it is said, “’To be carnally minded is death ;”— 
that is, wherever this carnal mind is, there is spiritual death, and 
a tendency to eternal death : * But to be spiritually minded is life 
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and peace ;” or, he who possesses this spiritual mind has the life 
and peace of God in his soul, and the prospect of eternal life in 
view. 

The apostle gives the reason in the text for this deplorable 
state of death, and shows why life and peace, in the very nature 
of things, are not and cannot be connected with it: ‘ For the 
carnal mind is enmity against God.” Now, while it is enmity 
against God, life and peace cannot be derived from God,—for 
this carnal mind is opposed to the very source of life and peace, 
and is not a fit recipient of it. 

For your better understanding of this subject, we shall divide 
it into two parts, and shall show, 

I. The nature of the carnal mind, and 

II. Point out its remedy. 

Ist. The nature of the carnal mind :—1. The apostle affirms 
of it in the text, “that it is enmity against God.” An important 
question meets us here, at the very threshold of this subject, and 
that is, Why the carnal mind is enmity against God—a God of infi- 
nite goodness and holiness? and why this glorious Being should be 
selected as the object of its enmity? The answer to this question 
depends on affixing correct ideas to the terms “carnal mind ;” 
for this mind is the seat of the enmity spoken of, or (this en- 
mity) arises out of this carnal mind. By the carnal mind we 
understand a mind that is “earthly, sensual, and devilish.” It is 
earthly, as all its tendency and propensities are to the earth, and 
to earthly attachments and pursuits. There is no natural dispo- 
sition in such a mind to “ set its affections on things above.”— 
It is sensual, as it leads to the gratification and indulgence of all 
the senses and bodily appetites ; and neither desires nor relishes 
spiritual things. It is devilish, because it includes in itself a prin- 
ciple of pride and of hostility to God and his government.— 
These considerations show the reason why this mind is enmity 
against God. It is enmity because it is carnal, and of course 
unlike God and, averse to him ;—and it is only because God is 
holy, just, and good, that this mind selects him as the object of 
its displeasure and hatred. The expression used in the text, in 
relation to this carnal mind, is a very strong one : it is “enmity,” 
enmity itself, without any mixture of goodness, and kind regard 
either to God or his law; for it “is enmity against God, and is 
not subject to his law.” It would appear from this view of this 
carnal mind, then, that there is not only in it a destitution of all 
that is good, but really the presence of what is evil,—for surely 
this enmity of it is not a mere defect in its character, but includes 
the idea of a principle, active both in its nature and tendency.— 
The same idea is intended in the 21st verse of the 7th chapter : 
“‘] find then a law, that when I would do good, evil is present 
with me,”—an inward constraining power, flowing from corrupt 











Ce ne ms me aes ts 


ie ONS A REI 





285 


nature, and propelling the mind to evil. This text is not a mere 
insulated passage, nor is it peculiar to this portion of the word 
of God to consider the heart of man as the original seat of evil : 
many other Scriptures speak the same language, and furnish us 
with the same views: for instance—*“ An evil man, out of the 
evil treasure of his heart, bringeth forth that which is evil ;’— 
“The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the 
point of a diamond : it is graven upon the table of their heart ;”-— 
and again—‘ Oh Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness, 
that thou mayst be saved: how long shall thy vain thoughts 
lodge within thee ?”—*“ The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked: who can know it?” It appears to us 
both philosophical and Scriptural to believe that the heart or 
mind, and not the fleshy part of man, is the seat and stronghold 
of evil ; and that, if there be any precedency in the operation 
of it, the heart, and not the flesh, claims it ; and that, from this 
common centre, all the members of the body are saturated with 
the poison of sin. It is also in confirmation of this that the 
yemedy of moral evil is addressed directly to the mind, and 
applied at once to the seat of all our maladies: for so soon as 
this fountain of bitter waters be healed, the streams will all be 
pure, the whole man will be changed.—2. This carnal mind is 
inherent in the very constitution of our nature, and is brought 
into the world with us. This sentiment is confirmed by the 9th 
article of our church, which says, “ Original or birth sin is the 
corruption of the nature of every man that naturally is engendered 
of the offspring of Adam, whereby man is very far gone from ori- 
ginal righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined to evil, and 
that continually.” Deformed as the picture is that is here drawn, 
it does not exceed in the darkness of its shades the original por- 
trait, as delineated by the inspired writers in general, from whom 
we shall now produce our authorities in proof of the position 
above laid down. Moses, who informs that God created man in 
his own image, and after his likeness, soon casts a shade on his 
original dignity by giving us a sad account of his fall.-He repre- 
sents him, after his defection from God, as a criminal under sen- 
tence of death,—a wretch filled with guilt and shame, and dread- 
ing the presence of his Creator,—and turned out of Paradise inte 
a wilderness which bears the marks of desolation for his sake ; 
and in consequence of this apostasy, he died, and all his poste- 
rity died in him. ‘For by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin, so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned.” The sacred historian having informed us how the first 
man was corrupted, observes ‘‘that he begat a son in his own 
likeness,”—sinful and mortal, like himself. What less can this 
be supposed to mean than that he received by generation a nature 
stamped with Adam’s sinful likeness, as directly opposed to the 
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primitive likeness of God in man? and as this corrupt nature 
was transmitted to one of his children, it is equally transmitted 
to all. From whence, my brethren, arose the violent and mur- 
derous disposition in Cain? Was it from example? Who had 
he seen commit murder ? or was not he the first murderer? In 
all the wide creation of God, there had been no such act com- 
mitted or known, as an example to him. He envied his brother, 
his envy kindled into wrath, and his wrath eventuated in mur- 
der—the murder of his brother! This act of fratricide was not 
to revenge an injury which had been done him, but to gratify a 
revengeful principle in his nature: but this temper was not pecu- 
liar to him, for it is afterwards declared, *‘ The earth was filled 
with violence, and all flesh had corrupted its way : and God saw 
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth,”—+<o great, 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually ; only evil, without any mixture of good, and conti- 
nually, without any intermission of the evil. The awful fact of 
the inherent principle recognised in our text is most fully esta- 
blished by the confession of David: ‘ Behold, I was shapen in 
iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.” Is it reason- 
able to suppose that David makes so solemn a transition from 
well-known sins, that were a heavy load upon his conscience, to 
what only had the name and appearance of sin in his original, 
or to any sins of his parents, (as some have supposed,) without 
any ground of reason? It is certainly a sinful inclination, en- 
grafted into his very nature, and conveyed with it, which he here 
owns and deplores. The expressions fairly import this, and 
nothing short of it. I cannot conceive of language stronger 
than is here used to convey the idea of man’s original corrup- 
tion, and the medium through which it is derived: ‘ f was sha- 
pen in iniquity, I was conceived in sin.” He says, “ Behold” it, 
and well we may. The same thing is doubtless intended by the 
expressions of Paul: “ For as by one man’s disobedience many 
were made sinners.” Does the inspired writer only mean that 
many were made liable to sin? This would be saying very little 
indeed, for even Adam in his pure state was liable to sin: but if 
the expressions be understood to mean that Adam by his trans- 
gression became sinful, and propagated his sinful nature toge- 
ther with his species, and that by this sinful nature we “ miss the 
mark” of God’s holy law, the sense is easy and natural. The 
same apostle, in his epistle to the Ephesians, affirms of himself 
and his brethren, “For we were all by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others.” There is no reason to suppose that the 
proper sense of the term nature is here departed from, and all 
that is meant by it is the mere custom of sinning. The same 
expression is used in Gal. i, 8, Romans ii, 14, and thrice in the 
11th chapter ; but in none of these places does it signify by cus- 
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tom or practice, nor can it mean so here, as it would make the 
apostle guilty of gross tautology, their customary sinning having 
been expressed already in the former part of this verse. The 
words may be thus understood, most agreeable to their obvious 
sense, and to the context: “ We are all by nature the children 
of wrath,”—as the present frame and constitution of all men 
coming into the world carry on them the marks of the divine 
desertion and resentment, and the absence of the image of God ; 
and the natural tendency of this nature, and the conduct thence 
arising, is to bring on us the wrath of God. Of man in general 
it is said, ** He is vain, and like a wild ass’s colt :” that is, He 
is utterly averse to be under the rule and law of God, and furi- 
ously bent on his own will and ways. He proceeds from those 
who are morally unclean; and “ Who can bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean ?”—one that is fit to come into judgment with 
his Maker, and to pass his approbation? Not one: ‘ For what 
is man that he should be clean, and he that is born of a woman 
that he should be righteous ?”” These Scripture authorities, we 
think, fully establish our position of man’s inherent and derived 
pollution.—3. In addition to this Scripture testimony, is it not 
evident in fact that aversion to goodness, and violent propensi- 
ties to vice, very early exist, and show themselves in all that are 
born into the world 2?) Who does not see in others, and has not 
felt in himself from his tenderest age, before there was occasion 
offered for the influence of imitation and custom, a strong dis- 
like to virtue, and an inclination of the mind to sin? And these 
things are learned without any teacher or prompter, and even 
against the best and most influential examples to the contrary ; 
and after we are capable of moral actions, although a thousand 
examples may be furnished of what is good and holy, yet what 
is vile and unholy is universally preferred. Pride, stubbornness, 
self-will, the love of earthly things, revenge, hatred, wrath, are 
among the first of the evils that show themselves in our guilty 
race. 

2dly. We remark of this evil principle in our nature, that it is 
inveterate and deeply seated. It is deeply engrafted in the human 
mind, and has taken a firm hold of the heart, and entwined itself 
around all the affections of the soul : all the faculties and pow- 
ers of the mind bear evident marks of its ravages: the will, the 
judgment, and the understanding, have been subjected to its con- 
tro! ; so “ that the hearts of the sons of men are fully set in them 
to do evil.” The truth of these remarks will appear more fully 
by a consideration of the conduct of mankind in general, and the 
ineffectual efforts of men to relieve themselves of this unholy 
nature, and the wonderful means that God has put in operation 
for the purpose of its eradication. 
1. The conduct of mankind is in proof of the fact. On what 
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other principle can we account for their universal departure from 
God, and their rebellious conduct ? “ Man goeth astray as soon 
as he is born, speaking lies.” ‘To this we know of no exception, 
of all the millions that have come into the world. It were strange 
indeed, if man be born with a pure nature, without any taint of 
evil, and the only exciting cause to it be evil example, that not 
one shall have been found to have retained it to years of man- 
hood, or to the end of his days. But no: the condition of man 
is such, that “God has concluded all in unbelief, that he might 
have mercy upon all.” When God looked down on the earth, at 
a very early period, to “see if there were any that did good and 
sought after him,” the result was, that “all had gone out of the 
way, and none did good—no, not one.” What a picture is here‘! 
But is this condition of man peculiar to any one age of the world ? 
Has it not happened in all ages, and to all individuals? and is it 
not what might be expected ?—for it would be as reasonable to 
expect a mill-stone, contrary to the laws of gravity, to ascend 
into the air, as for man, with such a nature, to do good, and not 
evil. Aside from the operations of the Spirit of God, what means 
have we of rescuing our captive hearts? When we would do 
good, evil is present, and the things that we would, these we do 
not. But whence this complaint? Is it not from sin that dwell- 
eth in us? But why should it be made, if we are competent to 
the task by our own natural powers. Let a man, naked and 
alone, make the effort, and he will find that all his resolutions 
and purposes will be borne down as the trees of the forest before 
the storm and the tempest. Even the wise men of the ancient 
heathen were convinced that they needed a power they did not 
possess to subdue their evil heart. 

2. The ineffectual efforts of men to relieve themselves of their 
sin is additional evidence that their hearts are held in durance by 
the “strong man armed.” Man seems to possess ability to accom- 
plish every thing but this. See his achievements in science in 
general, and the accuracy with which he ascertains the laws of 
nature, and analyzes all her elements. Mark his improvements 
in the mechanic arts, and in agriculture, and notice the lofty 
flights of his reason in comprehending the revolutions of the 
heavenly bodies, and find, if you can, a stopping place to his 
researches and his attainments in all that relates to the comfort 
and wants of his body. But can he subdue his evil heart ? Has 
he ever yet done it by education, or the restraints of his reason ? 
Has he conquered his innate love of sin by all the voluntary suf- 
ferings he has inflicted on himself? or may he not “give his body 
to be burned,” and not have charity 2? He may weary himself to 
find out expedients, as Job did, to make himself clean ; but with 
him he will be reduced to the humiliating confession, “ Though 
I wash myself with snow-water, and make my hands never so 
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clean, yet shalt thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own 
clothes shall abhor me: for he is not a man as I am, that I 
should answer him, and we should come together in judgment.” 
A fine illustration this of the unavailing endeavours of man to 
make himself acceptable unto a holy God, without direct refer- 
ence to that Days-man, who only can lay his hand on them both. 
Paul could not only boast of his direct descent from Abraham, 
through the tribe of Benjamin, but also that he had conformed 
to all the rites of the Jewish ritual, and that he had observed all 
that rectitude in his conduct that comported with the righteous- 
ness of a Pharisee, and had lived in all good conscience before 
God : but did he derive a pure nature from his pious ancestors ? 
or what, according to his own showing, did all this avail him? He 
esteemed it all loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus his Lord. This carnal principle of our nature, strong and 
deeply rooted within us, has been doubly fortified by a thousand 
aggravated sins—sins aggravated in proportion to the light that 
discovered and condemned them. These too must be parted 
with, and these may be cut off, and the man may present a fair 
exterior to the world, and think that he has conquered his heart: 
yet when the commandment comes home to him in its spiritual- 
ity, the énmity of his nature will be aroused, as a lion by the 
swellings of Jordan ; and he will utter the piteous groan of the 
enslaved captive: ‘Oh, wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me 2” 

3. But the powerful means instituted by God is proof of the 
deep degeneracy of our nature. What are these means? They 
are all comprehended in that important fact, that God “spared 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, and with him 
has freely given us all things.” Redemption, the gospel, and the 
operations of the Spirit, all flow from this great gift. But for this 
act of kindness, that astonished all heaven, and into the myste- 
ries of which the angels desire to look, man had not beenredeemed, 
the gospel had not been preached, and the Spirit had not con- 
vinced the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. God, 
in infinite wisdom, adapted the means to the end—a great end, 
the recovery of the human race from their low estate, is pro- 
posed, and the means are suited to this design. Even a wise 
man would thus act. What skilful and well-instructed physician 
would apply a feeble and inert remedy to eradicate a leprosy that 
had descended through many generations from father to son ? 
or rather, what physician would not apply a powerful remedy to 
remove a disease so inveterate and deeply seated ? and who can 
suppose that God would have brought into operation the won- 
derful apparatus exhibited in human redemption, if any other 
means could have availed? There is no other principle on which 
we can reconcile the conduct of God, in the sacrifice of Jesus 
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Christ, either to justice or mercy. The death of Jesus Christ 
was designed to make reconciliation for transgression, and thus 
Christ is often represented as a sin-offering. It was intended 
also to act as a motive on the unyielding heart. Hence we are 
assured by St. John that “we love him because he first loved 
us,”—and by Paul, “that the love of Christ constraineth us ; 
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
dead ; and he died for all, that they who live should not hence- 
forth live unto themselves, but unto him who died for them, and 
rose again.” The death of Jesus Christ procured for us also 
the mighty agency of the Holy Spirit—of the operations of 
which we shall speak hereafter. On the extent of the love of 
God, and the greatness of the sufferings of Jesus Christ for us, 
and in our stead, is founded the greatness of the motive, and the 
strength of the obligation, not to live unto ourselves, but unto 
him who died for us, and rose again. That the sufferings of 
Jesus Christ were for us, and in our stead, we have the highest 
authority: “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows : he was wounded for our transgressions ; he was bruised 
for our iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, 
and with his stripes we are healed : we all, like sheep, have gone 
astray, and turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all.” How inveterate is sin, to 
require such a remedy ! and how intensely must God have loved 
the world, not to have spared his own Son! and how vehement 
must have been the love of Jesus Christ, to submit to all this 
suffering and shame !—and yet “he bore the cross, despising 
the shame!” Of the excess of the agonizing sufferings of the 
Redeemer, we may have some faint idea from his expiring ex- 
clamation, ‘“* My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me !”— 
but can never comprehend it. If this move not the heart, 

and excite not its gratitude to God, and its hatred to sin,—if this 

press not home upon us a sense of our obligation,—we are at a 

loss to suppose what would. A heart that does not feel and 

melt at such a catastrophe as this, must indeed be “twice dead.” 

It was the high sense the apostle entertained of this love, and 

the obligations thence arising, that induced him to say, “ If any 

man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed ;” and 

the Lord cometh to execute it. Ingratitude to God for this 

benefit is the summit of human wickedness. 

‘* His love is mighty to compel ; 

His conquering love consent to feel; 


Yield to his love’s resistless power, _ 
And fight against your God no more.” 


This love, however, should not be contemplated merely as a 
general act of kindness ; but as an act that is special in its na- 
ture, and one that has reference to each individual, and one in 
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which each individual is interested: for if God loved the world 
as a whole, he loved each individual as part of that whole ;—and 
thus, while we are told that ‘God so Joved the world, that he 
gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life ;’ we are also assured that 
“Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every man.” 
What short of this could make the motive of love to God uni- 
versal and constraining ? If the love of God, in the great atone- 
ment by Jesus Christ, has no special regard to me as an indivi- 
dual, in providing for my recovery, how can it act as a motive 
on me as an individual ?—for if I have no pledge that Christ has 
thus loved me, | can never say, I love him because he first loved 
me. But this love affords the strongest motive to all, because it 
is for the benefit of all, and places all within reach of the provi- 
sion of the covenant of grace ; and hence the necessity and the 
duty devolving on every minister of the gospel to preach repent- 
ance to all, to urge faith on all, to invite all to happiness and 
heaven, and to make proclamation to all, by the life of God, 
‘“‘that he hath no pleasure in the death of him that dieth; but 
that he will have all men to be saved, and come unto the know- 
ledge of the truth.” Nothing short of this appears to have been 
sufficient, even in the estimation of God himself, to induce and 
enable rebels to relinquish their opposition to him ; and nothing 
else could reach the depth of our corruption, and so atone for 
our iniquities that God might be just, and the justifier of them 
that believe in Christ Jesus. (To be continued.) 








BIOGRAPHY. 
i 
MEMOIR OF MRS. EUNICE WILLIAMS GOODSELL. 


Messrs. N. Bangs and J. Emory—I send you the following memoir of 
the life and death of the companion of my youth, for insertion in the Maga- 
zine. B. GoopsEL.L. 


Eunice Witiiams GoopsELL, my late consort, was born on 
the 4th of December, 1797, and at the early period of about 10 
years of age, experienced the loss of her father. This afflictive 
stroke of Divine Providence scattered some of the children of 
the family among relatives, where they remained until the sub- 
ject of this memoir arrived at the age of sixteen; at which time 
her mother, connecting herself again in life by marriage, called 
her little family home. 

There was nothing in her general disposition or deportment 
at this time which exhibited any particular marks of seriousness 
more than was common to her age. Indeed, her attention was 
now altogether engrossed with the pleasures and fashions of 
youth, until she arrived at the age of nineteen; at which time a- 
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campmeeting was held within the vicinity of her father’s dwell- 
ing. This meeting she and the family attended, and it was here 
that her soul was awfully impressed with the weighty concerns 
of eternity. She now sought the Lord with many prayers and 
tears for several days, until she found the Saviour in her soul, 
and could say, ‘‘ Now I know that my Redeemer liveth.” 

Soon after having experienced this gracious change, she pro- 
posed herself to the Methodist Episcopal Church as a candidate 
for membership ; and being received, and enjoying the privileges 
of the gospel, she soon evinced to all the genuine change she 
had experienced, by her diligence in duty, and by her gradual 
growth in the knowledge of God. 

From the time of her conversion to God until the age of 24, 
she remained single, and served the Lord with lowliness and fear. 
Steady and faithful to the duties of her profession, she turned 
not aside from the path of holiness, but sought with diligence 
and care the entire destruction of sin, until she obtained the 
witness that God had renewed her soul in his image. 

At the age of 24, we were united in marriage. She entered 
upon this new relation to the church of God with diffidence and 
fear, often expressing a deep consciousness of her want of more 
grace to discharge as she should the duties now devolving upon 
her: but as she had been faithful in the duties of her former 
relation, when she entered upon this her soul was still fixed upon 
bearing the cross, and enduring hardness as a good soldier. She 
knew wherein her strength lay. Her closet was often visited, 
and the family altar was never neglected in my absence. Her 
little family, at the hours of the morning and evening sacrifice, 
were called around her, the Scriptures were read, and her pray- 
ers devoutly offered up to God for his blessing upon herself and 
them. Her soul also was delighted with the house of prayer, 
and with the ministry of the word, which she usually heard pray- 
ing, and with many tears. Her prayers were simple, unadorned, 
and unaffected—the effusions of a heart sincere, and bearing the 
plainest marks of a soul speaking in the presence of God. Her 
life was an act of uniform devotion, her manners natural and 
easy, her mind an assemblage of worth, her house a place of 
neatness and order, and her heart the residence of “that meek 
and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price.” 

The last three years in which I was permitted to enjoy this 
precious loan, I had the charge of an extensive district, which 
necessarily engrossed nearly all my time, affording me but a few 
days in a month through the year to be with my family ;—and 
although sometimes considerably enfeebled by hard labour, and 
my family in prospect of sickness, yet would she not consent for 
me to remain at home on her account, saying, “ You must not 
disappoint the circuits. Go: I can do well enough alone.” 
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But, after remaining faithful ten years from the time of her con- 
version to God, the hour arrived for her to be discharged from 
this vale of sorrow and tears, and to enter upon her everlasting 
reward. 

Death began his ravages upon her feeble system by the epi- 
demic of this year, known by the name of influenza. Its first 
symptoms appeared in an inflamed throat, exceedingly painful 
and dry, soon followed with a raging fever, and unusual distress. 

The peculiar delicacy of her condition greatly increased my 
anxiety and fears ; and every remedy that skill and experience 
could prescribe, was employed, but without success. _ On the 
afternoon of the second day of her illness, she was delivered of 
a daughter, (her third child,) who shared the disease and fate of 
the mother, expiring about an hour before her. 

There was nothing appeared in her symptoms particularly 
favourable or unfavourable until the fourth day of her illness, 
when, being suddenly seized with chills, and those chills follow- 
ed up with a raging fever, our fears were greatly excited ; and 
although the skill and remedies of the physicians were employed 
diligently, if possible, to arrest the disease in its progress, yet all 
was baffled, and soon alarming symptoms of approaching disso- 
lution appeared ; and her friends, as well as myself, were com- 

pelled to turn their afflicted minds to contemplate the painful 
scene of separation. 

As yet not any thing had been said to her respecting her state 
of mind, or the probability that her end was nigh ; but no sooner 
was she pronounced dangerous than I began to inquire of her 
concerning her state of mind, and her prospects in view of eter- 
nity; and without hesitancy, though with a tongue faltering 
through weakness, she replied, ‘I have peace with God, and I 
have no doubt but he will accept me in the great day of judg- 
ment ;” and added, “I want to talk with you much, but I cannot 
now.” Shortly after, recovering a little strength, she said, “I 
have thought this some time that something was going to happen 
to the family. Sometimes I thought that one of the children 
would die, and sometimes I have thought I should myself. My 
husband,” said she, “you have been a good and kind one to me. 
I thank you. You always strove to make me happy. I feel no 
anxiety about you in the world: I know you can take care of 
yourself. But I am going to leave three poor little defenceless 
daughters behind: I know not what will become of them. I 
cannot bear that our little children should be divided and given 
away.” I said, “ If the Lord lets me live, I will keep them toge- 
ther, and provide for them.” ‘ Yes,” said she, “I know you 
will; but you cannot take care of them.” I said, ‘“ Your mother 
shall have the charge of them.” She then appeared satisfied about 
the children. Her soul now seemed to have no worldly encum- 
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brance but the clay of mortality. She then said to me, “ Sing, 
‘And let this feeble body fail,” &c. We sung together, for the 
last time on earth ; and, after singing, she said, “* Pray for me: 
I want to be wholly sanctified to God.” I knelt down by her 
bed, and in the best manner I could, I called upon God to bless 
with full salvation my bosom friend : and oh! with what strength 
of desire and faith did she pray with me all the time ! It seemed 
as if her soul would fly to the arms of her Redeemer. 

When I arose from prayer she was praising and blessing God 
for his presence, and strongly petitioning for more grace, saying, 
“‘ Wholly sanctify thy poor creature, not for any worthiness in 
me, but for thy name and mercy’s sake.” Her requests were 
granted. All that she had to do seemed to be, ask and receive, 
until her vessel was full, and her soul became anxious to be gone. 
She now continued praying and praising God, although her fee- 
ble frame was in a state of exquisite suffering. She seemed to 
desire a little ease, and changing her position in bed to obtain it, 
she said, *‘ I believe there is no rest for me here.” I said, “‘ But 
there is rest in heaven.” “Yes,” said she, *‘ bless the Lord! Lord, 
make me patient to suffer all thy will.” Then, addressing me 
again, she said, “ All I hold dear in the world I leave behind me. 
But you will get to heaven if you do your duty. My poor body 
suffers much ; but the sufferings of the present time are not wor- 
thy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed. The 
Lord is my shepherd—I shall not want. I am willing to suffer, 
and even to die, that I may reign with him.” My sensibilities 
were much excited ; observing which, she looked at me with 
earnestness, and putting her hand upon me, said, “‘ You must not 
weep for me: weep for yourself and the children. I thought 
in health, if I should be called to part with my family, I should 
weep my life away: but it is strange! I have no tears to shed. 
The Lord has wiped all tears from my eyes.” 

Her mother, who resided at a considerable distance, just now 
arrived, in time to witness the triumphs of her dying child.— 
When her mother came into the room, she clasped her in her 
arms, and said, “ Mother, I am glad to see you. I am happy. 
I am going to glory.” The feelings of all were much overcome, 
and every heart was full of grief but her own; when, looking 
up, she said, ‘“ Mother, you have been a good and a kind mother 
to me. I am now going to heaven, and I leave behind me three 
poor little children, whom I now commit to your care. Never 
suffer them to go to bed at night, nor rise in the morning, with- 
out saying their prayers. Teach them that there is a God ; teach 
them piety ; teach them religion and goodness, that while they 
gain knowledge they may obtain grace.” 

Her eldest child, not being at home, at her request was now 
sent for, and being brought into the room, such was her triumph 
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that she was not moved in the least, but charged her little daugh- 


.ter to mind her father and grandmother, saying, “Lucy, I am 


going away, to leave you for ever.’ 

She seemed to be waiting to go,—and with great composure 
she often examined her pulse to see how fast the current of life 
was ebbing. She said, “I shall soon be gone. I must improve 
the moments that remain.” She began by addressing herself to 
her mother, saying, “ Mother, I expect to meet you in heaven: 
Pa, too. Tell my sisters and brothers I expect to meet them in 
glory. Tell the rest of the family they have a heaven to gain, 
and a hell to shun.” 

After this she addressed an exhortation to every one present ; 
and oh! with what words of fire and feeling did she exhort some 
of her unconverted acquaintances to seek religion and prepare 
for death. Toa Mrs. K. she said, “ I expect soon to meet you 
in glory.” To a Mrs. H., “I shall stand on the other side of 
Jordan, and hail and welcome you there ;” and to many others 
present she expressed the like confidence of shortly finding them 
safely arrived in the kingdom of glory,—adding, ‘1 shall soon 
be with holy angels, with the great and good God, with the holy 
and blessed Redeemer !—Come, Lord Jesus! come quickly !— 
Glory! glory! glory! 

The infant, after struggling a few hours, yielded to death, of 
which I mformed the expiring mother ; upon which, with a look 
indescribable, she said, ‘The Lord is dividing the family between 
you and himself :”—and when the child was brought into the 
room, she said, “ Well, you are gone a little before me; but I 
will carry you on my arm to the grave. 

We now perceived that the wheels of life must soon stand 
still ;—-and, such was her composure and triumph, the thought 
entered her mind, ‘‘ Can it be real ?””—and, turning to me, she 
said, ‘“* Have you faith that my enjoyments are genuine ?” I said 
‘‘Yes. I have no doubt: have you?” “No.” She now, after 
embracing me, bid me farewell,—saying, “ It is hard to part.— 
I wish I could take you along with me!” Death was now 
evidently fast approaching. Her distress seemed for a few 
moments beyond description dreadful, and some exclamations 
of it, most appalling to her afflicted friends, she uttered,—upon 
which I asked, “Are you still clear?” ‘Yes, I am clear !”— 
and after the blood had ceased to circulate in the extremities, 
she lifted up her hands, and attentively looking at them a moment, 
said, ‘* Little did I think in health that blue nails would look so 
beautiful on me !” 

Her sight and hearing beginning to fail, she observed, “I can- 
not see the poor things of this world : but oh! what a light, what 
brilliancy do I behold !—more beautiful than any thing my eyes 
ever beheld !” She gave me the idea of a feast—the marriage of 
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the Lamb—and wished to know of me, and another present, if 
we did not see it. We now saw that the feeble taper of life was 
expiring: her breath became shorter and shorter, with occasional 
intermissions, and lifting up her hand twice in token of victory, 
without a struggle she fell asleep in Jesus, on the 16th March, 
1826, aged 29 years, 3 months, and 12 days. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
~ 


AN ESSAY ON THE OBLIGATION OF FAMILY WORSHIP: 
By Jacob Moore.—(Concluded from page 257.) 


Ir would be easy to multiply 
arguments to prove that masters 
of families are under obligations to 
worship God in and with their fa- 
ilies ; but we presume that those 
already advanced are sufficient to 
produce conviction in the minds of 
all who are free from the shackles 
of prejudice, and disposed to serve 
God in all the means of religion. 
However, lest some should be dis- 
posed to cavil, it is proper that we 
should, 

I]. Answer some of the principal 
objections which have been urged 
against family worship. 

Obj. 1. ‘‘ We pray in secret, 
and that is sufficient.” 

Ans. It is not sufficient, as has 
already been shown: one duty 
cannot supersede nor supply the 
place of another. Family prayer is 
your duty as well as secret prayer ; 
and if you would prosper in your 
spiritual concerns, you must per- 
form them both. Secret prayer 
would be your duty if you had no 
family ; yea, if you had no faculty 
of speech. It would then be your 
duty to send out your soul to God 
in ardent longings and holy aspi- 
rations. ° Why has God blessed 
you with families, and the faculty 
of speech, but that you might be 
capable of glorifying him with your 
families ? Has not the Lord Jesus 
taught us to pray together, and in 





conjunction, by saying, ‘‘ Our Fa- 
ther, which art in heaven, give us 
this day our daily bread?” Have 
you any charity for your neigh- 
bour ?—any love and pity for the 
souls of your children and ser- 
vants ?—and will you not take 
them along with you to the throne 
of grace? If you draw near to God 
in secret, and enjoy communion 
and fellowship with him there, 
will you not invite them to sur- 
round the family altar with you, 
and partake of the same heavenly 
blessings 2 

Obj. 2. “ We have not gifts to 
pray before others.” 

Ans. The great Hearer of 
prayer does not look at gifts, as 
we do: he looks at the heart. If 
you draw near to him with a hum- 
ble and broken spirit, and can ut- 
ter but two or three words or bro- 
ken sentences, he will accept of 
you, and answer your supplica- 
tions. He delights in sincerity of 
heart rather than eloquent words 
and expressions. Therefore urge 
not your want of gifts, as an ex- 
cuse for not praying in your fami- 
lies. If you have but one talent, 
use that, and it will increase. Do 
as well as you can, and God will 
help you to do better. You can 
say with the disciples, ‘‘ Lord, 
teach us to pray.” Say the Lord’s 
prayer, if you can say no more, 























and if you do it in sincerity, more 
shall be given. 

Use those helps to prayer which 
God hasafforded. Make yourselves 
acquainted with the Scriptures ; 
frequently read the Psalms, parti- 
cularly the 25th, 86th, and 119th, 
where you will find a great varie- 
ty of expressions and petitions pro- 
per to be used in prayer. Adopt 
these words, which the Holy Ghost 
teaches, for they are the most ac- 
ceptable words. Study the ten 
commandments ; consider their 
extent and meaning; and diligent- 
ly mark the injunctions and prohi- 
bitions which they contain. Study 
also the Lord’s prayer, and the 
import of the several petitions con- 
tained in it. This is a most com- 
prehensive prayer, and every pe- 
tition contains many others. Me- 
ditate uponthe attributes and works 
of God. Consider especially the 
stupendous work of man’s redemp- 
tion—the covenant of grace, the 
glorious Mediator, his offices, suf- 
terings, death, resurrection, ascen- 
sion, and intercession, and you will 
not be barren nor unfruitful in suit- 
able matter for prayer. Then en- 
deavout to become acquainted with 
yourselves, your hearts, and lives. 
Consider your state and circum- 
stances, and the state and condi- 
tion of your families ; the provi- 
dence of God towards you; the 
vanity and inconstancy of all earth- 
ly things; the frailty of human 
nature; the brevity of life, and 
the certainty of death, judgment, 
heaven, and hell: and besides, if, 
when you pray, you would always 
keep in mind your sins, your mise- 
ries, your wants, and your mercies, 
they would afford you an inexhaust- 
able fountain of matter for prayer : 
and if your minds be suitably im- 
pressed with these, you will seldom 
be at a loss for proper words and 
expressions. You have many sins, 
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both of omission and commission, 
to confess and deplore; many mi- 
series to complain of, and seek de- 
liverance from ; many wants, both 
temporal and spiritual, to seek to 
have supplied ; and many mercies 
to return thanksgiving and praise 
to God for. 

Obj. 3. ‘‘ We have not confi- 
dence to pray before others.” 

Ans. Perhaps the time has been 
when you were not ashamed to 
swear, get drunk, break the sab- 
bath, and serve the devil before 
your families ;—and why should 
you be ashamed to serve God be- 
fore them? This frivolous objec- 
tion will be of no avail in the day 
of judgment: for Christ saith,— 
‘¢ Whosoever shall be ashamed of 
me and my word, of him shall the 
Son of man be ashamed when he 
shall come in his own glory, and 
in his Father’s, and of the holy 
angels.” None pretend to make 
such excuses in matters relating 
to the body. When you are sick, 
you can tell your case to the phy- 
sician ; and if you were drowning, 
you would call aloud for help: and 
when your families are ready to 
perish in their sins, will you not 
make known their case to God, 
and cry with the disciples, ‘‘ Lord, 
save us, or else we perish?” Our 
necessities are pressing, and our 
expectations are great; and there 
is no reason why we should be 
ashamed to pray before others.— 
Everlasting life, and deliverance 
from hell, are worth seeking ; and 
we should not be satisfied to do 
less for the salvation of our immor- 
tal souls than men do for the wel- 
fare of their poor dying bodies. 

Obj. 4. “ Our business and em- 
ployments are so pressing and 
urgent, that we have no time for 
family worship.” 

Ans. The worship of God is 
the most important business in the 
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world, and ought to have the pre- 
cedence of all other business.— 
“Seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness,” and then 
attend to your worldly concerns; 
‘“‘ and all these things that ye have 
need of, shall be added.” You had 
better want time for eating, for 
sleeping, or any other business or 
employment, than for the service 
and worship of God. He in his 
providence may soon cast greater 
hinderances in the way of your 
worldly business than family wor- 
ship. He may send diseases and 
death into your families ; and when 
they come, they will not be put off 
by urging that your business does 
not afford you time to be sick and 
die: and as you must be sick and 
die, whether you will or not, will 
you not find time to pray with your 
families, in order to prepare for 
sickness and death? Perhaps, if 
you were more diligent in your 
family devotions, you would have 
less sickness and fewer perplexi- 
ties. Family prayer will not hin- 
der your worldly pursuits, but will 
procure a blessing upon your la- 
bour and employments. All your 
success depends upon the blessing 
and providence of God: ifhe vouch- 
safe not his blessing, all your labour 
will be in vain. It has been re- 
marked by men of observation, 
that those who are most diligent 
and uniform in the practice of their 
family devotions, are usually the 
most successful and prosperous in 
their worldly and secular affairs. 
In the name, then, of the great 
God, who is the founder and insti- 
tutor of families,—-the God of all 
the families of Israel, and the God 
of whom the whole family in hea- 
ven and earth is named; and in the 
name of JesusChrist,in whom alone 
all the families of the earth can be 


acknowledge the Creator and Re- 
deemer of the world in your fami- 
lies. Erect unto him a family altar, 
and dedicate your hearts tobe tem- 
ples of the Holy Ghost, and your 
houses to be temples for the wor- 
ship of God. 

III. We should consider the se- 
veral parts of which family wor- 
ship should consist, and the atti- 
tudes in which it should be per- 
formed. 

1. The several parts of family 
devotion are reading and expound. 
ing the Scriptures, singing psalms 
and hymns of praise to God, and 
offering up vocal and audible pray- 
er, consisting of adoration, confes- 
sion, intercession, &c. As the Is- 
raelites were commanded to teach 
the words of the law to their chil- 
dren, when sitting in their houses, 
and on all occasions,* so Christian 
masters of families should teach 
their children the words of the 
gospel, by reading and explaining 
to them the Holy Scriptures.— 
Jesus Christ and his disciples, 
and many pious persons in differ- 
ent ages of the world, sung praises 
to God in their families; and all 
Christians should imitate their ex- 
ample: and as the light of nature 
andthe voice of inspiration enforce 
upon us the obligation of family 
prayer, we should therefore draw 
near to God, in order to adore him 
for his goodness, to confess our sin- 
fulness, and plead forgiveness for 
our transgressions. 

2. The attitudes in which fami- 
ly worship should be performed. 
Sitting appears to be the most 
natural and becoming posture for 
reading in the family. Under some 
circumstances, however, it may be 
proper to stand. Standing appears 
to be the most natural and conve- 
nient attitude for singing; but we 


blest, I beseech you to honour and know not that there are any serious 
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objections to a sitting posture when 
circumstances require it. Kneeling 
we conceive to be not only the most 
natural and becoming attitude for 
prayer in the family, and prayer 
on all occasions, but we think it is 
also the most Scriptural. Indeed, 
we think that kneeling and pros- 
tration were the only attitudes in 
which God’s ancient people pre- 
sented themselves before him. It 
seems to have been Daniel’s habit- 
ual practice to kneel upon his knees 
three times a day, in prayer before 
his God.* Ezra fell upon his knees, 
and spread his hands before the 
Lord God.t Stephen kneeled down, 
and cried with aloud voice, “Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge.” { 
It appears also to have been Paul’s 
practice to kneel down when he 
prayed :§ and the Lord Jesus him- 
self, when he had withdrawn from 
his disciples, kneeled down, and 
prayed.|| It is true that these 
instances of kneeling, and many 
more to which we might refer, 
apply to the attitude of prayer in 
general; but so far as they prové 
kneeling to be the proper attitude 
for prayer in general, so far they 
prove it to be most proper for fa- 
mily prayer in particular. This 
point has already been ably and 
successfully treated ;— we shall 
therefore not enlarge upon it: but 
it is proper that we should, 

IV. Subjoin one or two additional 
motives for the diligent and uni- 
form practice of family worship. 
We call them additional, because 
several of the considerations: al- 
ready advanced should operate as 
motivesto influence us to discharge 
this great duty. 

1. Family worship is the means 
of procuring family blessings. If 
you desire that God should build 
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give you success in your business, 
and dwell in your families, then 
set up family worship : and if you 
do, you may expect family protec- 
tion also; for while your families 
are lodged under the shadow of the 
Almighty, * you need not be afraid 
for the terror by night; nor for the 
arrow that flieth by day; nor for 
the pestilence that walketh in dark- 
ness; nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noonday.” The God 
of praying families neither slum- 
bers nor sleeps; and he not only 
preserves them amidst the evils 
common to others, but sometimes 
makes a visible distinction between 
them and others. I recollect to 
have read of a little town in some 
part of Europe, consisting of about 
ninety houses, which was all de- 
stroyed by an earthquake, except 
the half of one house, where the 
master of it, with his family, were 
at that time on their knees at fa- 
mily prayer. 

Family worship is a means of 
securing family provision :—your 
bread shall be given you, and your 
water shall be sure. God feeds 
the ravens when they cry to him ; 
and how much more will he feed 
those families that cry to him, 
‘‘ Lord, give us this day our daily 
bread ?” Family prayer imparts 
to heads of families a dignity and 
an authority which they could not 
maintain without it; and they ac- 
quire such obedience, respect, and 
reverence, as they could not gain 
by any other means. It is a little 
image of Christ and the church, to 
see a man going before his family 
to the mercy seat, and officiating 
as the family priest, in offering up 
on the family altar gifts and sacri- 
fices of praise to God for his mer- 
cies, confessions for sins, and sup- 


your houses, bless your substance, plications for pardon. Such a pa- 


* Dan. vi, 10. + Ezra ix, 5. 


t Acts vii, 60. 
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| Luke xxii, 41. | See Methodist Mag. vol. viii, p. 381. 
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rent will be loved and reverenced, 
and such a master honoured and 
obeyed. 

2. Family worship is a most im- 
portant means of promoting reli- 
gion, and the interests of nations 
and churches. If every man would 
begin with his own family, and re- 
form and plant religion in it, what 
happy neighbourhoods, churches, 
and nations, should we have! The 
devil and sin cannot dwell content- 
edly where family devotion is kept 
up: therefore, if you would banish 
frdm your neighbourhood cursing, 
swearing, drunkenness, and sab- 
bath breaking, begin with your 
own families, and revive the spirit 
and practice of piety there. Your 
example will be likely to influence 
your neighbours ; it will excite 
your children and servants to pray 
in secret; and when they come to 
have families of their own, they 
will be likely to do as you have 
done ;—and thus you will be the 
instruments of handing religion 
down to succeeding generations, 
and entailing blessings upon them, 
according to the promise of God. 
If family worship were established 
and practised in all the families of 
those who bear the Christian title, 
vice and immorality would soon 
hide their gloomy faces, the inte- 
rests of vital piety would be conti- 
nually on the advance, and the peo- 
ple would flock to the standard of 
the cross as doves to their win- 
dows, until the dominion of the 
gospel should extend from sea to 
sea, and from the rivers to the ends 


Recollections, §-c.—4 Judge as he should be. 


of the earth. Religion, peace, and 
prosperity, would prevail through- 
out the five zones of the world : the 
knowledge of God would fill the 
whole earth, as the waters cover the 
sea; and the Redeemer would come 
down to tabernacle among men. 

Moreover, the blessings of fa- 
mily worship will not be circum- 
scribed by the short duration of the 
present world: they shall extend to 
the permanent and durable ages of 
eternity. Then those families who 
have repented together, prayed to- 
gether, suffered together, and serv- 
ed God together-in this world, shall 
be glorified together in heaven. 
Their worship shall be perpetual 
and without intermission, consist- 
ing, not of repentance, prayer, &c, 
but of praises and adorations to 
God. Heads of families who sus- 
tained and fulfilled the offices of 
governors, protectors, and interces- 
sors in their families here, shall be 
crowned with their families. above, 
and be constituted kings and priests 
to God for ever. Then all the 
praying families of the earth, in con- 
junction with the angels, shall con- 
stitute but one great family, in which 
God shall be the Father and Head, 
Jesus Christ the elder brother, 
saints the children and heirs, and 
angels the servants. This heavenly 
family shall never be invaded by 
sickness, nor dissolved by death, 
but shall subsist under the influence 
of the most endearing relations, and 
amidst the most inconceivable har- 
mony and blessedness for ever. 
Amen. 





For the Methodist Magazine. 


RECOLLECTIONS SOME 


A JUDGE AS HE SHOULD BE. 


THIRTY YEARS SINCE. 
NO. III. 


Reflections.—How strong, how of the young heart are arrested by 
permanent are the impressions of love, friendship, veneration, ma- 


early youth! When desire is felt 
for the first time—when the feelings 


jesty, characters are written there 
never to be effaced while the pulse 
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of lite shall beat. Objects and cir- 
cumstances in the walks of age may 
fade from the memory, or be passed 
unheeded, whilst the gay, the vivid, 
the solemn scenes of early life re- 
main unchanged. 

What are the honours of this 
world? Like the acclamations of a 
rabble they shout hosanna! and 
straightway crucify. What are the 
riches of this world? A heap of 
shining dross, that moulders and 
vanishes in the using. What are 
the pleasures of this world? Coun- 
terfeit delights—a thrill of ecstacy 
felt for a moment—’tis gone, and 
leaves an aching void. 

Men are bound by natural obli- 
gation to perform duties, rather than 
enjoy pleasures. All are required to 
do good, the neglect or omission of 
which, if it does not destroy, will 
very much diminish the happiness 
that might otherwise be enjoyed. 
‘To whom much is given, much is 
required,’ is the dictum of eternal 
truth ; and the higher the station, 
and greater the number of talents 
bestowed, the greater and more ho- 


nourable the reward upon the faith- ° 


ful improvement thereof, and more 
fearful and deeper the condemna- 
tion of the faithless and slothful. 

It is the duty of every man to 
contribute his mite to assist in 
suppressing vice and immorality, 
breaking up the foundations of sin, 
and bringing the empire of Satan to 
anend. It is the duty of all men 
‘“‘to be workers together with God” 
in establishing truth and righteous- 
ness upon imperishable foundations, 
and bringing about that happy time 
when wickedness and profanity shall 
be hooted from society, and all be- 
come the meek and humble follow- 
ers of the Redeemer. 

The judges of our courts of law 
have much power to do good. En- 
hghtened by science, stationed in 
dignity and honour, and armed with 
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authority, they have power to be- 
stow a just recompense of reward 
upon all, encouraging and assisting 
the righteous, and terrifying and pu- 
nishing the wicked. If they would 
act the character of Christian 
judges, they would suffer no oppor- 
tunity to slip in persuading, admo- 
nishing, and reproving criminals 
brought before them, ‘to cease to 
do evil, and learn to do well”—to 
turn from their sinful ways by sin- 
cere repentance, that God might 
have mercy upon them before his 
mercy shouid be clean gone for ever. 
In being instruments in the hands of 
a merciful and gracious God, of sa- 
ving one outcast from perdition, how 
great the happiness, and how bril- 
liant the crown, the JupGe of all the 
earth will bestow as the reward of 
their faith and love! Every good man 
will devoutly pray that such may be 
the judges of the American bench! 
Narrative continued.—On the 
day succeeding the trial and con- 
viction of the mariners before men- 
tioned, Judge Patterson had the 
prisoners brought to the bar, to re- 
ceive the sentence of the law. The 
court-house was crowded with spec- 
tators. The writer of these recol- 
lections was present, and so seated 
as to have a full view of the assem- 
bly. Thecountenance of the judge, 
at all times serious, was upon this 
occasion solemn. He directed the 
marshal to make proclamation to 
the crowded assembly “to keep si- 
lence while judgment of death was 
passing upon the prisoners at the 
bar, under pain of instant imprison- 
ment.” There was indeed no ne- 
cessity for such order, for such was 
the solemn and almost unearthly 
voice of the judge, that the people 
became as statues—the stillness of 
the grave was there—the people 
scarcely seemed to breathe. Judg- 
ment of death was passed upon the 
prisoners in the usual solemn form. 
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After a pause of a few minutes, 
the judge addressed himself to the 
prisoners, and observed, that after 
having pronounced the sentence of 
the law upon-them for their crimes, 
the duties of the court were con- 
cluded. But when he saw before 
him four of his fellow men whose 
days were numbered—who had to 
expiate the broken law by an igno- 
minious death—who were swiftly 
hastening to the bar of Eternal Jus- 
tice—and dying unprepared must 
die for ever—he felt and knew it to 
be his duty to warn them in the 
bowels of Christian mercy, to pre- 
pare for that dread eternity to which 
in a few days they must go. The 
judge then proceeded to show the 
terrific and damning nature of sin, 
how it destroys soul and body—lays 
waste the fairest prospects of life— 
makes war against the happiness of 
man—defaces the moral image of 
God—and sinks the miserable sin- 
ner deeper and deeper into guilt, 
until there was no remedy. He 
then described, with awful sublimity, 
the justice of God—how his anger 
burns after impenitent sinners to the 
lowest hell—that their unrepented 
sins, like so many millstones, would 
sink their wretched souls into re- 
mediless horror and despair. 

While the Judge in the language 
of eternity was thus describing sin 
and its dreadful consequences, the 
prisoners trembled exceedingly, the 
people felt and looked as if the fury 
of Divine Justice was ready to 
burst upon them in an overwhelm- 
ing flood. 
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The judge spoke of Christ cru- 
cified for sinners—how he left the 
bosom of his Father—came into 
this world, and assumed the form of 
man; magnified the law of God, 
and made it honourable ; lived a 
life of obedience to its divine pre- 
cepts ; shed his blood and gave up 
his life, that sinners might live for 
ever ; arose from the dead as the 
first fruits of his everlasting gospel, 
and ascended into heaven to pre- 
pare a place for his followers. He 
spoke to the prisoners of a present 
salvation, now to be sought and 
found, to morrow might be too late 
for ever. The judge then con- 
cluded in a strain of impassioned 
and persuasive eloquence (not here 
to be imitated) to exhort the prison- 
ers to fly to the arms of mercy ; that 
the avenger of blood was in pursuit, 
and ready to seize and plunge them 
into irretrievable ruin; he pointed 
to the cross of Christ, and intreat- 
ed them by the mercy of God to 
believe in him and they should be 
saved. 

Tears streamed from the eyes 
of the judge ; the prisoners were 
melted down; there was not a dry 
eye in the assembly. 

The judge closed this solemn 
scene with prayer, that God in 
Christ would convert and prepare 
the prisoners for death, and that like 
the dying believing thief upon the 
cross, they should be with him in 
paradise ! 

May God of his infinite mercy 
give us more such judges ! 

Natchez, August 23, 1824. « ae 


AN ACCOUNT OF WILLIAM TYNDALE, 
And his Biblical labours, 


Extracted from the History of the Reformation of the Church of England, 
by the Rev. Henry Soames, Rector of Shelby, in Essex, England. 


‘¢ Witt1am Tynpate was born 
on the borders of Wales, and stu- 
died in both the English Univer- 


sities. Before he left the precincts 
of these learned societies, he be- 
came much addicted to biblical 
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researches, and he had laboured 
with some success to introduce a 
similar taste among his fellow stu- 
dents. On his removal from col- 
lege, he became tutor in a gentle- 
man’s family; in which situation 
he disgusted some of the dignified 
Clergymen who visited at his pat- 
ron’s house, by his commendations 
of Luther and Erasmus, and by his 
alacrity in defending the argu- 
ments of these celebrated men. 
As Tyndale had begun to print as 
well as argue on this side of the 
question, he found, after a short 
time, tha’ he must leave his situa- 
tion, unless he would make up his 
mind to face a prosecution for he- 
resy. Being desirous of not in- 
curring this danger unnecessarily, 
he withdrew from the country, in 
the hope that his learning would 
obtain for him a situation in the 
family of Tunstall, then Bishop of 
London, a personage justly famed 
for his accomplishments and libe- 
rality. However, when Tyndale 
arrived in the metropolis, he found 
that the Prelate, upon whom he 
had calculated as a new patron, 
had already so many dependants 
that he could not find room for 
another. Fortunately this disap- 
pointment was more than compen- 
sated to the destitute scholar, by 
the liberality of Henry Monmouth, 
an opulent merchant and alderman 
of London. Monmouth had im- 
bibed the doctrine of Luther, and 
he generously assigned to Tyndale 
a pension of ten pounds per an- 
num, for the purpose of enabling 
him to reside on the continent, and 
there to pursue his labours for the 
benefit of England. Being thus 
provided with a decent mainte- 
nance, the pious Englishman first 
proceeded to Saxony, where he 
had the satisfaction of conversing 
with Luther. He afterwards took 
up his abode at Antwerp, and in 
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that great commercial city, he oc- 
cupied himself in translating the 
New Testament. Of this import- 
ant work 1500 copies were printed 
at Antwerp, anonymously, in the 
year 1526. The volume was no 
sooner published than it found its 
way into England, where it occa- 
sioned no little disgust and uneasi- 
ness among the Clergy. It, how- 
ever, soon became manifest that 
the circulation of the work could 
not be wholly prevented; since the 
commercial intercourse between 
England and the Netherlands af- 
forded innumerable facilities for 
its importation, and the people 
were not easily convinced that 
God’s revealed word was unsuited 
for the reading of his rational 
creatures. Under these difficul- 
ties, Bishop Tunstall thought that 
the best way to prevent the ob- 
noxious books from finding an en- 
trance into all parts of the land, 
would be by destroying every copy 
of the work that should fall in his 
way. 

“An opportunity of effecting 
this destruction upon a large scale 
presented itself to him on one of 
his diplomatic journeys abroad, in 
the year 1529. The prelate, being 
at Antwerp, sent for Austin Pack- 
ington, an English merchant there, 
who was a secret favourer of Tyn- 
dale. In the course of conversa- 
tion, Packington was sounded by 
the Bishop as to the best means of 
procuring all the copies of the New 
Testament which remained un- 
sold. Nothing could be more de- 
sirable to the meritorious transla- 
tor than to turn his books into 
money immediately, since he was 
very much straitened in his cir- 
cumstances, and wholly unable to 
print a corrected edition of his 
work, while the former impression 
continued upon his hands. The 
English merchant, being well 
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aware of Tyndale’s condition and 
intentions, readily entered into 
Tunstall’s scheme, and said that 
he could easily procure all the un- 
sold Testaments, if his Lordship 
would find the money wherewith 
to pay forthem. The Bishop, de- 
lighted to hear this, replied in the 
following words: ‘ Gentile master 
Packington, do your diligence and 
get the books. I will pay you tor 
them with all my heart. They 
are erroneous and naughty : there- 
fore, I surely intend to destroy 
them all, by having them burnt at 
Paul’s Cross.’ After hearing this, 
the trader took his leave. He 
then made the best of his way to 
Tyndale, whom he thus address- 
ed: ‘ William, I know thou arta 
poor man, and hast a heap of New 
Testaments and books by thee, for 
the which thou hast both endan- 
gered thy friends and beggared 
thyself. However, I have now 
gotten thee a merchant, who, with 
ready money, shall despatch thee 
of all that thou hast, if thou think- 
est it so profitable for thyself.’ 
‘Pray,’ said Tyndale, ‘who is the 
merchant?’ ‘ The Bishop of Lon- 
don,’ was the answer. ‘Q, that is 
because he will burn them,’ rejoin- 
ed Tyndale. ‘Yea, marry,’ was 
Packingham's answer. ‘ Well, be 
it so,’ said the translator: ‘I am 
the gladder; for these two benefits 
shall come thereby. I shall get 
money of him for these books to 
bring myself out of debt, and the 
whole world shall cry out upon the 
burning of God’s word. As for the 
overplus that shall remain to me 
after the settlement of my ac- 
counts, it shall make me the more 
studious to correct the said New 
Testament, and so newly to im- 
print the same again. And,I trust, 
the second will much more like 
you than ever did the first.’ It 
was not long after this, before the 
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books were delivered to Tunstall, 
and the price of them to Tyndale ; 
who heartily thanked his mercan- 
tile friend for having thus contriv- 
ed to relieve his present necessi- 
ties, and to furnish him with the 
means of bringing out a more per- 
fect edition of his useful work. 
While he was labouring to effect 
this, the Bishop arrived in Eng- 
land; where he did not fail to 
amaze the Londoners by publicly 
committing to the flames his Ant- 
werp purchase. Few things could 
be more injurious to the Romish 
cause than this indecent exhibi- 
tion. The people were disgusted 
when they saw the volumes con- 
taining God’s undoubted word sub- 
jected to this ignominious treat- 
ment ; and the impression which 
it made upon their minds natural- 
ly -was, that no man acquainted 
with Scripture could give cre- 
dence to the established religion. 

‘‘While this opinion was fast 
gaining ground in England, Tyn- 
dale industriously employed his 
time in his retreat at Antwerp, in 
preparing a new version of the 
Testament, such a one as might 
be a more perfect portrait of the 
original than that which he had 
recently published. He was, es- 
pecially for the age in which he 
lived, well qualified for the task ; 
since, in addition to the learniag 
then in vogue, he had acquired a 
knowledge of the Greek language. 
He was now determined upon the 
production of such a translation as 
would defy the objections of any 
fair and learned critic. He there- 
fore proceeded in histask in avery 
leisurely manner. As, however, 
the impatience of the English pub- 
lic for a sight of his translation had 
been violently excited by the Bi- 
shop of London’s injudicious con- 
duct, some enterprising Holland- 
ers began to speculate upon the 
































returns likely to be realized by a 
new impression of that very work 
which the English Clergy had 
been so anxious to decry. Accord- 
ingly a Dutch Edition of Tyndale’s 
Testament was printed in the year 
1527. Five thousand copies of it 
were struck off, and, to use the 
words of an ancient writer, these 
books came over into England 
‘thick and threefold.’ The Dutch- 
men were, of course, delighted 
with the success of their specula. 
tion. They undertook two more 
editions successively, and it ap- 
peared that the English market 
Was even yet not overstocked. 
The Clergy were astounded at the 
wide dissemination of a book which 
they so much dreaded. Tunstall 
appears to have thought that Pack- 
ington had only furnished him with 
a portion of the copies on hand. 
He therefore sent for that mer- 
chant, and required him to explain 
how it happened that, in spite of 
his. purchase, England was delug- 
ed with New Testaments. The 
trader’s answer was: ‘ My Lord, 
the types yet remain; your Lord- 
ship had better buy them up.’ But 
the Bishop had been somewhat 
enlightened by the event of his 
proceeding at Antwerp. Hesmiled, 
and after merely saying, ‘ Well, 
Packington, well,’ his visitor was 
dismissed. Still, however, the men 
in power were not cured of their 
folly, indecent as it was, and abor- 
tive as they had found it. A strict 
search was made for those who 
ventured to import the obnoxious 
books, and some of the individuals 
thus engaged were detected. These 
men were paraded through the 
streets of London on horseback, 
with their faces towards the ani- 
mals? tails, and with a string of 
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English Testaments fastened about 
their necks. After being thus ex- 
hibited to the gaze of the populace, 
they were conducted to a fire, 
blazing in some public place, into 
which they were compelled to 
throw the hated volumes. Sir 
Thomas More was now entrusted 
with the seals, and he thought that 
some way to prevent the farther 
importation of Tyndale’s books 
might be devised, if the translator’s 
principal English friend could be 
discovered. The Chancellor hoped 
to make this discovery by means 
of George Constantine, who had 
been taken into custody upon a 
charge of heresy, and who was 
known as an associate of the Eng- 
lish refugees in Flanders. To this 
prisoner More thus addressed him- 
self: ‘Constantine, I would have 
thee be plain with me in one thing 
that I will ask, and I promise thee 
I will show thee favour in all other 
things whereof thou art accused. 
There is beyond the sea, Tyndale, 
Joye, and a great many of you. I 
know they cannot live without 
help. There be some that help 
and succour them with money, 
and thou, being one of them, hadst 
thy part thereof, and therefore 
knowest from whence it came. I 
pray thee, tell me who be they that 
help them thus? The following 
was Constantine’s reply: ‘My 
Lord, I will tell you truly: it is 
the Bishop of London that hath 
holpen us; for he hath bestowed 
among us a great deal of money 
upon New Testaments, to burn 
them ; and that hath been, and yet 
is, our only succour and comfort.’ 
‘ Now, by my truth,’ said More, ‘1 
think even the same, for so much 
I told the Bishop before he went 
about it.’”—Vol.i, pp. 504—512.) 
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RELIGIOUS AND MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE: 
> 
ADDRESS OF THE REV. WILLIAM M. WILLETT, 
Delivered at the last Anniversary of the Young Men’s Missionary Society of New- York. 


Resolved, —That the success of our Mis- 
sionaries, upon the different stations, and 
especially among the Indian Tribes, calli 
for gratitude to God, and increased exer- 
tions in the Missionary cause. 


TuaT the exertions of the Methodist 
Missionary Societies have been crowned 
with no small degree of success, consider- 
ing their means and the extent of their 
operations, the Report read this night 
gives us ample proof. The facts there 
statéd, though but a small part of what 
might be given, furnish hearty cause for 
gratitude to the Supreme Ruler and Di- 
rector of events, while at the same time 
they are admirably calculated to stimulate 
us to “‘increased exertions in the Mission- 
ary cause.” 

The Report gave us a sad and deplorable 
picture of the original condition of the 
tribes, their drunkenness, their sottish- 
ness, their ignorance and contentions: but 
through the Gospel the scene has been 
changed. Mark their conduct, for in- 
stance, when they came to receive their 
yearly instalments from the British go- 
vernment. Instead of riot and broils, they 
pitched their tent in a retired spot, dwelt 
together in peace as brethren, and united 
in devotional exercises. 

This single fact, at least, shows us the 
radical moraleffects produced—the change 
of outward conduct, from a course of low, 
destructive, vicious habits, to a steady, ex- 
emplary daily walk. To what an height 
of moral and religious elevation does it at 
once show the Indian may be raised! no 
longer the melancholy prey of his own dis- 
orderly passions—no longer a brute under 
the garb of an intelligent being—his hap- 
piness is increased ; (and is not an Indian 
as susceptible of happiness as we our- 
selves?) and his mind rises to its own 
native level. It asserts, it proves, it vin- 
dicates, it establishes its intellectual pre- 
eminence, thus figuring out its immortal 
and high destiny. Thus, through the sim- 
ple means of the preaching of the cross, 
through your Missionaries, a change is 
taking place in the sentiments, views, and 
feelings, and pursuits of the Indians, no 
less astonishing than beneficial. 

Is there not another sight which ex- 
cites kindred emotions in the bosom of 
the friend of religion and knowledge ? 
There is. Jt is that humble roof which 


rises in the midst of the wilderness. We 
mean the Missionary school-house. The 
Report tells us there are sixty scholars in 
one of the Mission Schools. And when 
we recollect that unless that humble build- 
ing had been reared in so wild a spot, and 
among so rude a people, every one likely 
of the whole number would have lived and 
died in utter ignorance, who can tell the 
benefits which may result from its esta- 
blishment! Now early initiated into a 
mode of life different from that of their 
fathers, cherishing a taste for knowledge, 
fashioning their principles according to 
the principles of the Gospel—love for re- 
venge—unity for discord—prayer and 
praise for the war-whoop and the death 
yell, the moral and religious result, in 
connexion with the spread of general 
knowledge, are likely to prove incalculable. 

Does not the mere narrative of such 
facts warm our hearts with a genuine 
Christian benevolence, and excite within 
us a degree of holy ardour? Is it not a 
spontaneous sentiment, let us arise and 
help them? Who are they whose hearts 
are so cold, so skeptical, as to object to the 
efforts which are now making on the 
principle, that if they fear God, and work 
righteousness, according to the light they 
have, they shall be saved? On the same 
principle, what need was there of the Holy 
Ghost separating Saul and Barnabas to 
preach tu the Gentiles? The Indian, 
whose wig-wam is in the wilderness 
around us, is as ignorant of the true God 
and his Son Jesus Christ, as was the Gen- 
tile. Indeed, on the same principle, what 
need was there of the Christian revela- 
tion, or in fact of any revelation at all? 
But such a revelation the moral condi- 
tion of man required. Such has been 
given; and the Indian stands in as much 
need of it as we ever did, or do now at 
this day. If in a natural sense they 
need the samc sun to warm and enlighten 
them, so in a spiritual, without this sun, 
their region is as the shadow of death, 
and cold, and dreary, and comfortless, 
are their views of a future state. Ii, 
in a natural sense, they need the same 
showers to refresh their earth, and ripen 
their grain, so in a spiritual. 0, sir, the 
doctrines of salvation can sustain and 
comfort them as well as us; and throw 2 
gleam of heavenly sunshine upon their 
pallid countenances, as the spirit is de- 
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parting. Could that single Indian chief- encourage us,—to show the goodness of 
tain who pitched his tent near the mission our cause and the utility of properly con- 
house on Grand river, stand in this place, ducted missions,—let us, Mr. Chairman, 
and describe the happy and salutary let us, brethren, continue to send the In- 
change produced in his soul through the dian tribes the gospel of God our Saviour. 
gospel preached by your humble, zealous, It is with this intention we address you 
self-denying, indefatigable missionaries, to night. We wish,—warmly, sincerely 
how soon would your hearts melt! I see wish,—to excite within you a feeling of 
the warrior:—no longer the glare of sympathy, and awakena spirit of liberality 
revenge in his eye; no longer the face towards the wandering tribes of the wil- 
distorted with fierce and malignant and derness. Indeed this is a duty we owe 
uncontrollable passions. The whole ex- our God; it is a duty we owe ourselves ; 
pression is changed. The eye is mild as it isa duty we owe to the Indian tribes ; 
the dawning of the morning: benevolence it is a duty we owe our country; itis an 
is depicted in every lineament of his imperious duty we owe to the cause of 
countenance : his whole demeanour is humanity and religion, to send the Indians 
modest, serious, kind, upright; and his the gospel, to save the remnant of the 
heart is overflowing with love to that fading tribes, and promote their true in- 
Saviour who ‘‘loved him and gave him- terests. Let us then, by our liberality this 
self for him.” night, show that we are sensible of the 
With a thousand similar instances to nature of our obligations! 





ADDRESS BY DR. J. L. PHELPS, 


On seconding the motioy to adopt and print the Report. 


Mr. PresipEnT,—In rising to second version to the same instrumentality ; both 
the resolution for printing the Report of whom, constrained by the powerful 
which has been laid before you this eve- operation of the Holy Ghost, and the zeal 
ning, I feel impelled by no common emo- they feel for the souls of lost men, have 
tions, to make a few remarks, in reference taken upon them the ministry of the word 
especially to that part of it which relates of reconciliation, and gone forth with 
to our late, lamented, and worthy presi- their lives in their hands, to contend with 
dent, the Rev. John Summerfield. And I principalities and powers, and spiritual 
feel more particularly disposed to improve wickedness in high places, to preach the 
the present opportunity, inasmuch as itis gospel of the kingdom, and repentance 
the last time that this Society, in its offi- unto Israel. May a double portion of the 
cial capacity, can, with equal propriety, energies of the Divine Spirit which influ- 
revert to this subject ; asubject,sir,which, enced the soul of our departed Summer- 
it must be confessed, awakens in my mind field, like the mantle of a departed Elijah, 
feelings of the most pungent and personal descend upon them,—that they, like him, 
nature ; a subject that comes home to my may prove themselves workmen that need 
bosom, and leads me involuntarily to not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
adore that God, who, in his merciful pro- word of truth, and manifesting in their la- 
vidence, has made that pious, devoted, bours the power of God, and the wisdom of 
and good man, whose loss we deplore, and God, in the conversion of precious souls. 
whose many excellencies we would hold But, sir, there are other and higher 
in lasting veneration, the instrument in motives than those of a mere personal 
his hands of awakening the conscience, nature, that urge me to raise my feeble 
enlightening the understanding, and con- voice on this occasion, and advocate the 
vincing the judgment of him who ad- printing of the document before you: and 
dresses you, and, as he would humbly the only one that I shall avail myself of the 
trust, of bringing him from darkness to opportunity of presenting to your notice at 
light, and from the power of Satan unto this time, is that of holding up, as worthy 
God. And, sir, it is a coincidence that of our imitation, so bright and memorable 
affords me no little pleasure, to announce an example in the annals of this Society, 
to you, that on this platform, erected for for the promotion of its future operations, 
the celebration of this anniversary, there and the cause of Christ in the world. And 
is another* of your speakers, and had it here it would afford me unspeakable satis- 
not been for bodily indisposition, there faction, were I able, in an adequate man- 
would have been still a third,t who, inthe ner, te portray to you, sir, and this atten- 
good providence of God, trace their con- tive assembly, the excellencies of the cha- 


* Rev. William M. Willett, New-York. + Rev. Thomas Sergeant, Philadelphia 
Vou. x. August, 1826. 39 
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racter of John Summerfield. And although 
I shall shrink from this duty, it affords me 
some relief, when I consider that this is 
rendered the less necessary, because of 
the short time elapsed since, by the influ- 
ence of his presence, infusing life and 
vigour into the operations of our Society ; 
by his youth, the unaffected simplicity of 
his manner, the sweet melody of his voice, 
the irresistible force of his eloquence, and 
the sanctity of his demeanour, he has left 
an impression, incomparably more lasting 
than could be done by the most laboured 
attempt of your speaker on this occasion. 
Sir, when we bring to mind his labour of 
love and piety among us ; that the sanc- 
tion of his approbation and support was a 
sure presage of the success of the cause 
which he espoused; when we consider 
how much the interests and prosperity of 
our Society have been promoted by his 
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counsel and his labours, our minds derive 
no small degree of pleasure in retrospect- 
ing the past, as well as encouragement to 
future perseverance in our exertions in 
that blessed cause in which he was s0 
pre-eminently crowned with success.— 
Feeling deeply impressed with these sen- 
timents, although the Society has been 
called of late to lament the loss of the per- 
sonal presence of a Summerfield and a 
Dusenbury ; yet, influenced by their ex- 
ample, we would humbly trust, that the 
same merciful Providence, which has been 
$0 propitious to us in times past, will still 
continue to smile upon our exertions, 
guide our destinies, and finally, when we 
have finished our toils on earth, bring us 
into the haven of everlasting repose, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.—With 
these remarks I most cordially second the 
resolution under consideration. 


THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ALBANY FEMALE MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
Auxiliary to the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Tue year having rolled around, and 
wafted another twelve months from our 
precarious lives, the managers of this So- 
ciety are reminded that duty calls upon 
them to lay before their benevolent patrons 
a report of their success, and the present 
situation of the missionary cause, to 
which they are connected. 

Having the year past experienced em- 
barrassments from various sources, and 
thereby fearing that as a society we should 
fall by the hand of our enemies, our pro- 
gress has been somewhat retarded, and 
our hopes not wholly realized. Upon a 
review, however, we are grateful for the 
support which the Society has received ; 
and still trusting, as we have ever done, 
to the smiles of an all-directing Provi- 
dence, and confidently believing he can 
cause small means to answer important 
ends, we with pleasure submit the report 
to our friends. 

Last year, immediately after the anni- 
versary, we transmitted to the parent so- 
ciety in New-York, $74 024. 

The number of our annual subscribers 
at present is forty-three. Perhaps some 
will be surprised at learning our number 
has decreased during the present year.— 
Although we have had some additions, 
many who commenced this labour of love 
with us, have from different reasons left 
us alone to “‘remember the stranger.” 

The subscriptions which have been re- 
ceived amount to $43 50: Donations, 
$9 25. Notwithstanding our donations 
have been few compared with last year, 
yet we would particularly notice those 
from our coloured friends, and say that the 


smallest offering given, accompanied with 
Christian charity, and a desire to extend 
the Redeemer’s kingdom, will be noticed 
with approbation by the Almighty, the 
God of missions. 

From a collection taken up in the Me- 
thodist church, April 23d, at which time 
the Rev. Mr. Bowen preached a sermon 
in behalf of the society, the treasurer 
received $11 78. ‘ 

The whole amount of money received 
the past year is $63 51; which will be 
transmitted as soon as practicable to the 
parent institution, agreeably to the ninth 
article in our constitution. 

As we have daily before us intelligence 
upon the subject which we are this even- 
ing assembled to promote, little appears 
necessary for us to add, as an encourage- 
ment to perseverance and extra exertions 
in the missionary cause. Long ere this 
we have been convinced of its utility and 
happy consequences. To learn that the 
once unenlightened Indian is now taught, 
through the medium of the missionary, 
the road to true happiness; to view him 
lisping the praises of Emanuel, and anti- 
cipating the day when heaven will be the 
home of both converted Indians and white 
men, is sufficient encouragement for acti- 
vity in this sacred cause. Let us, when 
enjoying the heart-cheering sound of the 
gospel, remember those who were born in 
less favoured climes, and with warm hearts 
and liberal hands encourage those who are 
willing to sacrifice ease to do them good. 

In behalf of the board of managers, 

Mary ANN Farnam, Rec. Sec. 
Albany, May 3, 1826: 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE MISSION AND STATE OF INDIAN SOCIETY 


AT UPPER 


BeIneG requested by the Rev. James 
M‘Mahan to attend a campmeeting on 
Sandusky circuit, I sat out for that pur- 
pose ; but on arriving at Upper Sandusky 
I learned that the plan for a campmeeting 
had fallen through, and that there would 
only be a quarterly meeting. However 
disappointed in my first calculation, the 
arrangements gave me an opportunity of 
making some observations on the state of 
Indian society, and of the mission at Up- 
per Sandusky : and having no wish but to 
communicate such information as_ the 
state of things will justify, and the friends 
(or even enemies) of Indian missions may 
justly claim as their due ; I shall offer no 
other apology for the following sheets, 
which are submitted to your disposal, 
either to publish or suppress, as your wis- 
dom sees best. 

The State of the Church. 

The sum total of all the Indians who 

have joined the church since the com- 


-mencement ofthe mission, is 303 ; 28 of 


whom have been dropped or expelled, and 
17 have died: which leaves 258 members 
in society. These are divided into ten 
classes, but it is calculated shortly to or- 
ganize another among a party of Wyan- 
dots who live at a considerable distance 
from the mission. The classes are led by 
13 leaders, who, with 4 exhorters and 5 
stewards, form the Indian officiary belong- 
ing to the quarterly conference. The 
missionaries are carefully instructing the 
members, both official and private, in all 
the doctrines and discipline of Methodism, 
in which many of them are becoming con- 
siderable proficients. It is said that the 
state of the church is more encouraging 
this season, than it has been at any former 
period since the commencement of the 
mission. Not only are many happily con- 
verted to God, and joining the church ; 
but they are improving in the knowledge 
of the doctrines and discipline of Chris- 
tianity. Forty persons have joined as 
members on trial, since our last annual 
conference. Among them is Sei-ount-o, 
a distinguished man, who was the high- 
priest of the savage party: he being con- 
vinced of the truth of Christianity, em- 
braced if, and renounced the delusions of 
paganism. 

I doubt whether. the world produces any 
body of people who are more attentive to 
the duties of religion than these Indians. 
Regardless of the distance, the swamps, 
er rivers, these adopted children regularly 
attend the place and time of worship. 
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They watch over one another’s moral con- 
duct, with a strictness seldom found in 
our best societies. Every deviation from 
the path of rectitude is noticed, and they 
never give up the offender, until he is 
cured, or by his stubborn and sinful con- 
duct he has forfeited his religious stand- 
ing among them. 

During my stay at the mission, I had an 
opportunity of witnessing the power of the 
gospel, on the approach of death, among 
this people. Sou-negh-tee-auh, an old 
Indian woman, being sick, brother Finle 
(who administers to their bodies as well 
as their souls) was sent for—and feeling 
disposed, I accompanied him. After tra- 
velling some miles, we arrived at the cabin. 
Upon entering we found the poor woman 
in the last stage of a putrid sore throat, 
stretched upon a wretched bed, with all 
the signs of poverty and distress ; and an 
Indian woman, who waited on her as ne- 
cessity required, was her only companion. 
On examination, brother Finley despaired 
of her life. Procuring an interpreter, he 
asked her if she loved God, and knew that 
God loved her? She answered, ‘‘ Yes.” 
He asked, ‘“‘ Have you peace in your 
mind ?” She said, “‘ Yes ; my mind is per- 
fectly at peace—there is no cloud—it is 
calm—it is all peace.” Said he, ‘‘ Are 
you afraid to die?” She said, ‘‘ No; 1 
have no fear of death.” ‘Ifyou do die,” 
said he, ‘“‘do you believe that the Lord 
Jesus will take you to himself?” She re- 
plied, ‘‘ I have no doubt of it.”——Brother 
Finley then pointing to me, said, ‘‘ This 
is a preacher ; do you wish him to pray 
with you?” She bowed her head, and 
said ‘*‘ Yes:” and while I addressed a 
throne of grace, she was distinctly heard 
engaged with God in prayer. Her disease 
now appeared every moment to gain upon 
her strength ; it was with the utmost dif- 
ficulty she could be understood ; but her 
reason remained entire, and she manifest- 
ed the utmost confidence in God. We 
retired from the bedside of this dying In- 
dian woman, filled with a sense of the 
certainty of death, and the goodness of 
God. Oh, how little do the proud, and 
gay ones of the earth, know of the enjoy- 
ments which mingle with the tears that 
the Christian sheds over the couch of the 
dying saint! About an hour afterwards, 
she left the world, full of the hopes of 
immortal glory. 

State of the School. 

There are 67 children on the school list, 

34 boys and 33 girls: 14 0f the elder boys 
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are out on the circuits, under the care of 
the preachers, either living in their fami- 
lies, or in that of some respectable person, 
where they may acquire a more correct 
knowledge of the English language. At 
the mission are two school teachers, a 
man who teaches the boys, and a woman 
the girls. The boys and girls are taught 
in separate school rooms. Connected with 
literature, the boys are taught the common 
practice of agriculture ; and the girls are 
trained up in alt the branches of house- 
wifery. Many of these children write an 
excellent hand, and read very well. The 
girls are quite handy in the kitchen, and 
other branches of housewifery, as much 
so as could be expected. Every morning 
and evening the children assemble in one 
room for prayer,—where all is solemnity 
and order. To see these little creatures 
on their knees, while the missionary is 
pouring out his petitions to God for their 
present and eternal welfare, is at once 
beautiful and instructive. The boys sleep 
in the school-house, and the girls in the 
mission-house. 
Temporal Economy. 

The kitchen and female economy is 
carried on by four hired girls, (under the 
direction of the missionary family,) who 
are employed in making, mending, wash- 
ing, cooking, &c. The mission family, 
work hands, and children, ail eat at one 
common table, at which all is order. By 
this plan there is a great saving in labour 
and victuals. 

There are about 200 acres of land en- 
closed by a good fence, 100 of which is in 
pasture, and the other meadow and plough 
land. There are this season about 43 
acres in corn, 15 in wheat, 5 in oats, 2 in 
early potatoes and garden, 16 in meadow, 
10 in orchard, and the balance is unoccu- 
pied, except a spacious barn-yard. The 
farm is carried on by two hired hands, 
with the aid of the missionary and Indian 
boys, all of whom are under the imme- 
diate inspection and direction of the mis- 
sionary. The stock belonging to the esta- 
blishment is in a promising way, and bids 
fair, in a coming day, by good manage- 
ment, fully to furnish meat, milk, &c, for 
the establishment. 

State of Indian Society. 

During the last war circumstances led 
me, by personal observation, to form some 
acquaintance with the situation of this 
people. I visited some of the principal 
families of the nation. Their habitations 
were truly miserable retreats from the in- 
clemency of the weather. A few poles 
tied together and covered with bark ; or 
small logs, forming a little cabin, over 
which was laid some bark,—about and in 
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which hung parts of the slaughtered game, 
often in a state more fit for the dunghill 
than the dwelling of any human creature, 
—was the best and only habitation I dis- 
covered. Nor was agriculture in a better 
stateamongthem. A few rods of ground 
enclosed with some poles and brash, form- 
ed the principal farms which fell under my 
observation, one or two cases excepted. 
But things now assume an appearance of 
improvement scarcely paralleled in the 
history of uncivilized men, in any period 
of the world. There are now many ex- 
cellent hewed log-houses, with shingle 
roofs and brick chimneys; on entering 
which the visiter is often delighted with 
the cleanliness of the house and furniture. 
There are many farms of several acres 
each, handsomely enclosed with excellent 
rail fence, and well cultivated. The face 
of things in general wears an appearance 
of increasing industry, and attention to 
the business of civilized life. This spirit 
of improvement is not confined to the 
Christian party ; the whole nation may 
be said to have caught the fire of emula- 
tion in some degree. Many of the females 
appear, both at home and ebroad, with a 
neatness and cleanliness that would not 
disgrace either town or country ladies. 
Many, both of the men ‘and women, have 
laid by the Indian dress, and assumed that 
of the whites. I may safely say, the most 
abject condition now found on the reser- 
vation may be compared, in many respects, 
with the best in 1813, without suffering 
by the comparison. It remains to inquire 
for the causes of this rapid movement 
towards the excellencies of civilization. 
What the general government may have 
contributed towards this happy improve- 
ment, I am not now prepared to say ; but 
certain it is, that the government of Ohio, 
nor the inhabitants who surround them as 
neighbours, have much reason to look for 
the honour of this blessed work. No; we 
are indebted, under God, to some poor 
Methodist missionaries, who, regardless 
of their personal ease, have braved the 
difficulties, and brought forth an incontes- 
tible evidence to the world, that the gos- 
pel of Jesus will overcome, not only the 
dispositions of the soul, but the most 
stubborn habits of life. Yes, I say, we 
are indebted to these men for this reform- 
ation ; who not only taught the poor be- 
wildered Indians the way to God, but by 
their example taught them the way to live. 
To these men, under God, the praise is 
due: a praise more imperishable than the 
blood-won battles of Napoleon. A nation 
may be said to be born in a day : anation 
rescued from the most degrading thral- 
dom, by men only armed by the Spirit of 



































truth and righteousness. These men will 
soon go to their Gud ; but they will live in 
the hearts of the good, while Sandusky 
waters a foot of Indian land. They are, 
and feel indebted, to the benevolence of 
many they have never seen, for the timely 
support afforded them in this great work. 
But that support is sti!l needed, that the 
things already wrought may remain and 
increase, and that the gospel may run and 
be glorified. Let none feel discouraged, 
neither hastily conclude the work is all 
done. There is no cause of despondency, 
although there is much stil! to be done. 
Let ladies, whose virtue is the brightest 
ornament of their lives, remember how 
much more lovely the female character 
would appear, in foregoing the useless 
ornaments of fashion, to clothe the little 
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naked Indian. Let those gentlemen, 
whose honour is the pride of the nation, 
reflect how much more godlike it would 
be, to give the money now wasted on balls 
and dinners, to send the means of happi- 
ness to the wretched inhabitants of the 
forest. Let them, in the midst of their 
revelry, fancy they hear the cry of the In- 
dian child (the land of whose fathers they 
now possess) to pass through their ears, 
saying, ‘*‘ Behold my nakedness and help- 
lessness, and have pity on me.” With 
these reflections I submit the subject to 
the perusal of the candid. 

I am, dear brethren, your humble ser- 
vant, and fellow labourer in the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, 

JaMES GILRUTH. 

Delaware, (Ohio,) May 31, 1826. 


REVIVAL OF THE WORK OF GOD AT UTICA. 
Letter from the Rev. Z. Paddock, to the Editors, dated Utica, June 19, 1826. 


I nave, for some time past, had it in 
contemplation, to give you a short ac- 
count of what God has been graciously 
doing for us in this. place, for the last 
three or four months. But the duties of 
my station have been so numerous, and 
their calls so imperious, that I have, 
hitherto, been unable to execute my de- 
sign. And even now, I can only give you 
a brief outline of this gracious work. 

I would commence by saying, that, for 
a number of years past, religion has been 
quite low in this village. This remark is 
especially applicable to the Methodist con- 
gregation. There have been, to be sure, 
occasional additions to the church; and, 
in general, its members have maintained 
the form of godliness, attending to the 
ordinances of religion with promptitude 
and uniformity. But still, our former re- 
mark is strictly true. The spirit—the life 
—the power of religion, has been low. 

From the commencement of the con- 
ference year, to the time when God began 
his gracious work among the people, 
prospects were, at seasons, quite encou- 
raging. There was observed an unusual 
fervour of prayer and supplication among 
the professors of religion. Many seemed 
to weep over the desolations of Zion, and 
to cry with the deepest solicitude of soul, 
**O Lord, revive thy work!” This frame 
of feeling increased, and became quite 
general among the members of our so- 
ciety. At length God was entreated. He 
came down in all the plenitude of gospel 
grace. _ He spake, and it wasdone! He 
said let there be light, and there was light! 
That dark and gloomy cloud, which had 
so long rested upon the place, was soon 





dispersed ; and the sun of righteousness 
rose upon us with all bis enlightening and 
cheering and healing influence. 

The first general move that was ob- 
served on the minds of the people, was in 
the month of March last, at a prayer- 
meeting held at the meeting-house, in the 
evening after quarterly meeting. The con- 
gregation was notified, at the close of the 
afternoon exercises, that in the evening 
an invitation would be given to any who 
might desire an interest in the prayers of 
God’s people, tocome forward to the altar. 
When, however, this invitation was given, 
we did not expect that more than three or 
four persons would come forward, as we 
had no knowledge of more than that num- 
ber who were under religious awakening. 
How great then, was our surprise when 
we saw more than four times that number, 
come weeping in all the anguish of a bro- 
ken spirit, and fall upon their knees at 
the altar of prayer ! 

From this time the work went on in a 
powerful and glorious manner. Convic- 
tions and conversions daily multiplied. 
From forty to sixty persons at a time, 
bowed at the altar every evening during 
the subsequent part of the week; and 
upon one occasion, ten souls professed to 
find peace in believing. The m-etings 
have, in general, been conducted in the 
most solemn and orderly manner: in a 
manner calculated to give no just occasion 
of offence to friends or foes. The most 


of the different congregations in our vil- 
lage, have shared in this gracious work. 
In the Presbyterian church especially, the 
Lord has wrought wonders. Great union 
has prevailed among the different deno- 
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minations :—all have appeared anxious to 
come up to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty. 

I am not prepared, at present, to say 
what numbers have experienced a gra- 
cious change since this blessed work com- 
menced ; but think I cannot exceed the 
bounds of probability when I say, between 
three and four hundred. Among these were 
some of the most hardened sinners and 
daring infidels that I ever knew, converted 
from the error of their ways. Between 
seventy and eighty have become members 
of the Methodist Church. How many 
have joined with other denominations, I 
have not the means, at present, of know- 
ing. 

About three miles from this place, on 
the Sauquoit creek, between New-Hart- 
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ford and Whitesboro, God has also been 
carrying on a gracious work of reforma- 
tion among the people. In the course of 
the last five or six months a society has 
been raised up, consisting of sixty-five 
members. Indeed, it may be said, that 
almost the whole neighbourhood has been 
converted to God! So glorious a work 
of religion I scarcely ever knew. 

In Frankfort, three or four miles from 
this place, there is now prevailing a good 
work of reformation. Many there, have 
been raised up to testify that God has 
power on earth to forgive sin. In short, 
such a season of the outpouring of God’s 
Holy Spirit, has, I believe, never before 
been experienced in this part of our 
country. 


Respectfully, Xc. Z. PapDock. 


MORE MISSISAUGAS CONVERTED. 
Letter from the Rev. William Case, to the Editors, dated Kingston, Upper Canada, June, 1826. 


Ir will be matter of renewed joy to the 
ftiends of Zion and of missions, to learn, 
that another body of pagan Indians, have 
received the gospel, obtained the promise 
of the Holy Spirit, and been gathered into 
the Saviour’s fold. On the 31st of May 
last, twenty-two late converts of the Mis- 
sisauga Indians were baptized and formed 
into a society at Bellville, on the Bay 
Quinty. They appear to possess genuine 
marks of real penitents and humble be- 
lievers in our Lord and Saviour. They 
are placed under the care of two of their 
principal men, Capt. William Beaver and 
John Sunday, who act asleaders. Their 
examples as Christians and their fervent 
zeal and diligence in labouring for the 
welfare of their people, have been thus far 
worthy of their profession, and an honour 
to the Christian religion. 

The very great changes which are daily 


taking place in this tribe, is matter of as- 
tonishment to all. By more than forty of 
this people, ardent spirits is entirely given 
up. Evening, morning, and at noon, 
prayers are heard in the Chippewa, in the 
wigwams of ten families; whereas five 
months ago they were all habitual drunk- 
ards to a man. Their prayers and ex- 
hortations are fluent and powerful, and 
seem to havea most awakening and effec- 
tual influence on the hearts of their Indian 
brethren. 

Concerning the commencement and 
progress of this gracious work, as well as 
some very interesting particulars concern- 
ing this people, as connected with a late 
extraordinary campmeeting at Adolphus- 
town, I must refer you to a future letter, 
which I will forward soon. Till then 


farewell. 
Wm. CaseE. 





NEW-YORK CONFERENCE. 


‘Furs conference held its last session in 
the city of New-York, from the 10th to 
the 19th of May, 1826. There were— 

Preachers admitted on trial, 20. Or- 
dained deacons 6; elders 6. Withdrawn 
3. Returned supernumerary 9. Super- 
annuated 10. Located 1. Dead 1. Num- 
ber of church members, 29,186 whites, 
378 coloured. Last year, 28,507 whites, 
341 coloured. Increase this year, 679 
whites, 37 coloured. Travelling preach- 
ers 148 ; last vear 131. 

The superannuated preachers, widows 
and orphans, were paid $21 50 on the 
$100! In recording this fact, so humilia- 
ting to the benevolent heart, and so de- 


pressing to the spirits of those who are 
dependant on the conference for their an- 
nual supplies, we can hardly suppress the 
sigh of sorrow for ourselves, our wives 
and children, or repress the rising of in- 
dignation towards those who wish to ex- 
cite the public commiseration for them- 
selves by representing the Methodist 
church as overflowing with wealth, and 
its ministers as living in luxury. But 
instead of dwelling on these subjects, on 
which a thousand tender, and as many 
severe things might be said, we would 
simply ask, Why is this class of our fellow 
labourers allowed to lack so much of thetr 
allowance? Is it because their claim is 
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unjust ? We would not envy, but we would 
exceedingly pity the man who should dare 
to utter a sentiment so full of cruelty. 
What! is it unjust that a class of men 
who have worn themselves out in the no- 
blest of all services, should be allowed the 
small pittance of one hundred dollars a 
year to comfort them in their declining 
moments? If the patriots of our country, 
who braved the storm of a seven years’ 
revolutionary struggle,and whose wounds, 
infirmities and silver locks bespeak their 
merits and necessities, deserve a pecuniary 
reward, (and who will dare say they do 
not?) where is the man who loves the 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, and who 
has a thousand times said that one soul 
outweighs in value a thousand worlds, 
that will say, the weatherbeaten veteran 
of Jesus Christ ought not to be provided 
for by that church which has been bene- 
fitted by his pious and ministerial labours ? 
Many members of this church are now, if 
not in affluent, yet in comfortable circum- 
stances, who but for the labours of these 
men of God whom they neglect, might not 
only have been pennyless in the whirl- 
pool of dissipation, but actually in the 
broad road to damnation! Surely, such 
cannot enjoy a greater luxury than to ad- 
minister to the necessities of such deserv- 
ing men of God. And are widows and 
orphans less deserving? Has not God de- 
clared himself the “‘ Father of the widow 
and the fatherless?” And are we not com- 
manded to be ‘‘ merciful, even as our Fa- 
ther who is in heaven is merciful ?” It is 
therefore in this particular, in our care 
for the widow and the fatherless, that we 
are called to an imitation of our heavenly 
Father: and those who neglect to do it, 
may in vain plead for that perfection of 
Christian character, which Jesus Christ 
required in that well known command, 
** Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father who is in heaven is perfect.” 

We are glad however, to acknowledge, 
and we do it with unfeigned gratitude to 
God, the receipt of several sums from 
‘* Asbury Female Mite Societies,” which 
have been appropriated according to the 
design of the donors, namely, to the most 
necessitous, principally widows, belonging 
to the conference. And we take this op- 
portunity of recommending these societies 
to the notice of our friends, as being 
among the most useful of our charitable 
institutions, well worthy the patronage 
and support of those who wish to do good 
to the poor and needy. 

We are fully confident that there is no 
real necessity for this deficiency in our 
funds at the annual conferences. There 
is, we apprehend, both an ability and a 
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disposition, among our members and 
friends, to meet every scriptural and rea- 
sonable demand. ill that is wanting isa 
uniform system, founded on the principles 
of justice and equity, to unite, concen- 
trate, and call the ability into action. Let 
plain and explicit statements be made, of 
the actual state of our finances, the wants 
of the conference, and the amount of 
claims against it, in every appointment 
immediately preceding the day on which 
the conference collection is to be made, 
and let it be urged on every one as an in- 
dispensable duty, to give on that occasion 
according to his ability. Let there be no 
exempt case. And let it be understood at 
the same time, that the conference is 
bound in honour, in justice and con- 
science, to meet all demands; but that 
this obligation cannot otherwise be dis- 
charged, than by the united aid and co- 
operation of our people and friends.— 
Surely he that can withstand such an ap- 
peal, may not think himself wronged, if 
his Christian character be suspected. 
Stations of the Preachers. 

Nathan Bangs and John Emory, book 
agents. Freeborn Garreltson, conference 
missionary. 

New-Yore District.—Laban Clark, 
P. E. New-York—Henry Stead, William 
Jewett, J. Youngs, N. White, R. Seney, J. 
Field. Mariner’s Church—Henry Chase. 
New Rochelle—Peter P. Sandford, Phi- 
neas Rice, John M. Smith, E. Hebard, sup. 
Stamford—Elijah Woolsey, Luman An- 
drus, R. Harris, sup. Cortlandt— Henry 
Hatfield, J. J. Matthias. Mt. Pleasant— 
—Horace Bartlett, Stephen Remington. 
Brooklyn— Thomas Burch, S. L. Stillman. 
Jamaica— Daniel DeVinne, David Holmes. 
Suffolk—M. W. Thomas, J. W. Le Fevre, 
C. Foss. Flushing—Rtchard Seaman. 
Kingsbridge—S. U. Fisher. Highland 
mission—John B. Matthias. 

New-Haven District.—S. Luckey, 
P.E. N. Haven—Heman Bangs. Hamden 
—Elias Crawford. Middletown— Eben. 
Washburn. Hartford— Tobias Spicer. 
Weathersfield— Eli Deniston, Theron Os- 
born. Burlington—Joseph M‘Reery, E!- 
bert Osborn. Goshen—Eli Barnett, John 
Lovejoy. Amenia—John Reynolds. Pough- 
keepsie—Aaron Pearce. Dutchess—WN. 
Bigelow, F. W. Sizer, A. S. Hill. Read- 
ing and Bridgeport—Marvin Richardson, 
Humphrey Humphries, A. Hunt, sup., Oli- 
ver Sykes, sup. Stratford—Samuel D. 
Ferguson, W. V. Buck, J. Luckey, sup. 

Raineseck District.—.frnold Schel- 
field, P. E. Rhinebeck—Timothy Bene- 
dict. Salisbury—Phineas Cook, Samuel 
Eighmey. Granville—David Miller, P.C. 
Oakley, Job Allen. Leyden—Flisha An- 
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drew, John B. Husted. Petersburgh— 
Billy Hibbard. Pittsfield--Gershom Pierce, 
John Nixon, 8. Dayton, sup. Chatham— 
Samuel Howe, Cyrus Culver. Hudson— 
Samuel Cochrane. Albany—Josiah Bowen. 
Hampshire mission—Parmele Chamber- 
lain. 

Saratoca Disrricr.—Jno. B. Stratten, 
P. E. Montgomery—Theodosius Clark, 
Charles Pomeroy, John Elton. Funday’s 
Bush—John D. Moriarty. Saratoga— 
Benjamin Griffen, Gilbert Lyon, C. P. 
Clark. Pittstown--Sherman Minor, Na- 
than Rice. Schenectady—George Coles. 
Berne—Datus Ensign, John Wait. Cam- 
bridge—Daniel Brayton, Henry Eames, 0/. 
‘Kane, sup. Sandy Hill and Glens 
Falls—Seymour Landon. Warren—Jacod 
Beemay, Joseph Eames. Watervliet— 
. Robert Travis, J. W. Denniston. Troy— 
Stephen Martindale. 

: Eben Smith, without station. 

James M. Smith, without station. 

Cuamp.ain District.—Buel Goodsell, 
P. E. Ticonderoga—Orris Pier, A. Bush- 
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nell. Peru—James Covel, Phineas Doane. 
Chazy—Roszel Kelly, Orvil Kimpton, J. 
Quinlan, sup. Grand Isle—Samuel Covel. 
St. Albans—Salmon Stebbins, Orrin Pier. 
Sheldon—Elijah Crane, Lewis R. Lock- 
wood. Stowe—lJbri Cannon, Burlington 
—Joshua Poor. Chariotte—Noah Lev- 
ings, Cyrus Meeker. Middlebury—John 
Clark. Leicester—Cyrus Prindle. Pitts- 
ford— William Todd. Whitehall—J. C. 
Green, W. P. Lake, Lorin Clark. Brid- 
port— Hiram Meeker. 

Hopson River District.— Daniel Os- 
trander, P. E. Coeymans—Coles Car- 
penter, Jesse Hunt, Durham— Moses Ama- 
don, Alex’r Calder. Jefferson— Friend W. 
Smith, David Poor, John Finnegan. De- 
laware—Cyrus Silliman, Philo Ferris, J. 
Bangs, sup. Kingston—Daniel I. Wright, 
Ira Ferris. Sullivan—Bezaleel Howe, 
Alexander Haulin. Bloomingburgh—Jar- 
vis Z. Nichols. New Windsor—Jacob 
Hall, Quartus Stewart, Z. Lyon, sup. 
Newburgh—Thomas Mason. New Paltz 
—Bradley Sillick. 
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Turis conference held its last session at 
Wilbraham, Massachusetts, June 7, 1826. 
There were—Preachers admitted on trial 
23. Ordained deacons 10; elders 20.— 
Returned located 1. Supernumerary 9. 
Superannuated 1. Dead 2. Number of 
church members, 16,675 whites, 250 col’d. 
Last year, 15,802 whites, 253 col’d. In- 
crease, 373 whites: decrease, 3 col’d.— 
Travelling preachers this year, 143. Last 
year, 123. Increase 2(. 


Stations of the Preachers. 


Wilbur Fisk, Principal of the Wesleyan 
Academy. George Pickering, Conference 
Missionary. 

Boston District.— Daniel Dorchester, 
P. E. Boston—Timothy Merritt, Joseph 
A. Merrill, Solomon Sias, sup.; John Fos- 
ter. South Boston—Benjamin Jones. 
Dorchester—Nathan W. Scott, J. Hutch- 
inson. Weymouth and Scituate—Samuel 
Norris, Stephen Puffer. Easton and 
Stoughton—Phineas Peck, sup. New- 
Bedford and Fairhaven—Jacob Sanborn, 
La Roy Sunderland. Middleborough— 
Isaac Stoddard. Sandwich—Frederick Up- 
ham. Falmouth—Jotham Haven. Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard—John Adams, Caleb Lamb. 
Nantucket— Daniel Fillmore, Jotham Hor- 
ton. Barnstable—Hezekiah Thatcher, C. 
G. Chase. Chatham—Robert Goold. 
Eastham—Benjamin Keith. Wellfleet-— 
Lewis Bates, Leonard Wakefield. Pro- 
vincetown— Leonard Bennett. Marshfield 


and Pembroke—Ephraim K. Avery, W. 
R. Stone. Duxbury—Isaac Bonney. 

New-Lonpon District. Edward Hyde, 
P.E. New-London—WNewell S. Spaud- 
ing. Norwich—Elias Marble, Caleb D. 
Rogers. Tolland—Erastus Otis, Daniel 
L. Fletcher. Manchester—Aaron Lum- 
mus, Hector Brownson. Hebron—.4masa 
Taylor, Joel W. M‘Kee. Warwick—Ben- 
jamin Hazelion, Onesiphorus Robbins. 
Providence— Asa Kent, sup. Milford— 
Reuben Ransom, Elijah Willard. Pom- 
fret-—Heman Perry, Milton French, sup. 
Ashford—Warren Wilbur. Bristol—Ed- 
ward T. Taylor. Newport—Enoch Mudge. 
Somerset—Charles Virgin, Nathan B. 
Spaulding. Mansfield— Benjamin F. Lam- 
bord, William Barstow. Rhode-Island and 
Compton—David Culver, Asahel Otis. 
Elisha Frink, without a station. 

Lynn District.—John Lindsey, P. E. 
Lynn Common—John F. Adams. Lynn 
Wood End—Epaphras Kibby. Marble- 
head and Salem—Henry Mayo. Ipswich 
and Gloucester—Nathan Paine, Aaron 
Waitt. Newbury— Bartholomew Otheman. 
Saugers and Malden—Aaron Josselyn, 
Charlestown—Orange Scott. Cambridge 
—Ebenezer Blake. Needham—VJoel Steele, 
Jared Perkins, Leonard B. Griffen. Ash- 
burnham—John E. Risley, Hiram Wal- 
don. Winchester—George W. Fairbank, 
John W. Case. Brookfield—Ira W. Bid- 
well. Springfield—Daniel Webb. Wil- 
braham—Isaac Jennison. 
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Vermont District.—John W. Hardy, 
P. E. Barnard—Joseph Kellum, George 
Putnam. Brookfield— David Leslie, Geo. 
Sutherland. Moretown—Isaae Barker, 
Lemuel Harlow. Rochester—Benjamin 
Paine. Weathersfield— Charles D. Cahoon, 
Benj. C. Eastman. Athens and Weston 
—Justin Spaulding, Thomas W. Tucker, 
sup. Unity—Leonard Frost. Sutton— 
Enoch Bradley. Deering—Joseph Allen, 
James G..Smith. Canaan and Lebanon 
—Caleb Dustin, Eleazer Steele. Norwich 
-—Elijah Spear, sup. 

New-Hampsaire District.—Benj. R. 
Hoyt, P. E. Portsmouth—Shipley W. 
Willson. Dover and Somersworth—John 
N. Maffitt, Giles Campbell. Rochester— 
Charles Baker. Gilmanton—Moses Mer- 
rill. Milton and Shapleigh— William 
M‘Coy, Nathaniel Norris. Tuftenborough 
—Ezekiel W. Stickney. Sandwich—S. 
Kelley, George Storrs. Plymouth and 
Bristol—Amasa Buck, Moses Sanderson. 
Pembroke—James B. H. Norris, Matthew 
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Newhall. Poplin—Squire B. Haskell, P. 
Sabin. Salem—Herschel Foster, Sereno 
Fisk. Kingston——James Binney. Sails- 
bury—Zenas Adams. Epping—Orlando 
Hinds, sup. John Brodhead, sup. E. Plum- 
mer. : 

DanviL_e District.—John Lord, P.E. 
‘Lyndon—John G. Dow, Nathaniel W. As- 
penwall. Derby—Amaza H. Houghton, 
Elihu Scott. Hardwick—/. D. Sargeant, 
Royal Gage, Darius Barker. Danville— 
Joseph B. White, Chauncey Richardson. 
Barre—Abraham D. Merrill, James Tem- 
pleton, sup. Chelsea—Thomas C. Pierce, 
Hez. S. Ramsdell. Newbury—Paul C. 
Richmond. Haverhill and Orford—Eben- 
ezer Ireson, Nathan Howe. Landaff— 
Haskell Wheelock. Lancaster—Roswell 
Putnam, David Stickney. Monadnack— 
Chester W. Levings. 

Elliott B. Fletcher and James Harring- 
ton, transferred to the Maine Conference. 

The next Conference will be held at 
Lisbon, N. H. June 6, 1827. 





Tue last session of this conference was 
held in Palmyra, New-York state, June 
7, 1826. Acampmeeting was held at the 
same time, in a most beautiful and pictu- 
resque grove, near the village, which was 
numerously attended. On the Sabbath it 
was supposed that there were not less than 
ten thousand people on the ground, most 
of whom were attentive and solemn, and 
much good was apparently done. 

At ten o’clock on Sabbath morning a 
sermon was delivered by the venerable 
Bishop M‘Kendree, on the words formerly 
addressed by St. Paul to Timothy, ‘‘ Study 
to shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth ;” but 
which were now addressed by the bishop, 
with patriarchal dignity and tenderness, to 
the young men who were about to be con- 
secrated to the sacred office of deacons and 
elders in the church of God. After tue 
sermon, seven were ordained to the office 
of deacons by bishop M‘Kendree, and 
then sixteen to the office of elders by 
bishop Hedding, assisted by several elders 
who were present. These exercises were 
solemn and impressive, and seemed highly 
gratifying to the numerous audience who 
were assembled in this beautiful grove, to 
many of whom this rite was doubtless a 
novel sight. 

On Monday morning, the anniversary 
of the Genesee Conference Missionary So- 
ciety was held in the same place. This 
was a highly interesting season ; and the 
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people evinced their gratification by con- 
tributing liberally to the funds of the in- 
stitution, one person giving a silver watch. 
At this conference there were— 
Preachers admitted on trial 13. Or- 
dained deacons 7; elders 16. Returned 
located 4. Supernumerary 5. Superan- 
nuated 10. Members in society, 27,056 
whites, 110 cold. Last year, 26,836 
whites, 104 col’d. Yncrease this year, 220 
whites, 6 col’d. Number of preachers 
this year, 129. . 
Stations of the Preachers. 
Ontario District.—Abner Chase, P. 
E. Lyons—Renaldo M. Everis, Israel 
Chamberlin. Ontario—Richard Wright, 
William Jones. Geneva and Canandaigua 
-—Seth Mattison, William J. Kent. Crook- 
ed Lake—Dennison Smith, Nathan B. Dod- 
son. Ulysses—James Kelsey, Sylvester 
Cary, Gideon Lanning, sup. Catharine— 
James Hall. Seneca—James Gilmore. 
Penn Yan—John B. Alverson, sup. 
Onemwa District.—Dan Barns, P. E. 
Westmoreland—George Harmon, Elias 
Bowen, Eli W.R. Allen. Camden—Jona- 
than Worthing, Henry Holstead. Wil- 
liamstown—David Corey. Steuben—Jo- 
seph Baker, Chandley Lambert. Utica— 
Zechariah Paddock. New-York Mills and 
Whitesborough—Charles Giles. Paris— 


Ephraim Hall. Litchfield—John Roper. 
Otsego—Jesse Pomeroy, Henry Peck, Isaac 


Stone. Sharon—Eleazar Whipple, Henry 
Ercanbrack. Herkimer—J. H: Wallace. 
CHENANGO District.—Geo. Gary, P. FE. 
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Nath’l Porter, principal of the Seminary of 
the Genesee Conference at Cazenovia.— 
Auburn—Manly Tooker. Scipio—James 
P. Aylworth, Samuel Bebins. Victory— 
James B. Roach, James Hazen. Cayuga— 
Palmer Roberts, John Kimberlin. Homer 
—George W. Densmore. Courtlandt— 
Roswell Parker. Lebanon—William Ca- 
meron, Anson Tuller. Chenango—Isaac 
Grant, James Atwell. Pompey—lZra Fair- 
bank, Caleb Kendall. Cazenovia—Fitch 
Reed. Fabius—John Sayer. Manlius— 
Zenas Jones, Orin Doolittle, Morg. Sher- 
man. Delphi—William M. Willett. 

Brack River District.—-—Goodwin 
Stoddard, P. E. Oswego—flez’r Irvine. 
Salmon River—Enoch Barns. Sandy 
Creek—Benjamin Dighton, Seth Young. 
Black River—Isaac Puffer, John Ercan- 
brack.» Indian River—Jona. M. Brooks, 
Elisha Wheeler. St. Lawrence—James 
Brown. Ogdensburg— William W. Run- 
dell, Malone—to be supplied. Potsdam 
— Benjamin G. Paddock, Hiram May. Le 
Ray and Watertown— Nathaniel Salsbury, 
Gardner Baker. Cape Vincent— Timothy 
Goodwin. 

SusqueHANNAH District.—Horace 1- 
gard, P.E. Wyoming—George Peck, 
Philo Barbary. Canaan—SophroniusStock- 
ing, Joseph Castle, Joseph Pearsall. Bain- 
bridge—Mark Preston, Benja. Shipman. 


Broome—Gaylord Judd, George Evans. 
Ithaca—Benja. Sabin. Caroline—Ralph 
Laning, Herota P. Barns. Owego—Jo- 
siah Keyes. Spencer—Hirem G.Warner, 
William D. Overfield. Wyalusing—John 
Grifing, David A. Shepard. Tioga— 
Joshua Rogers, Joseph Towner. Bridge- 
water—Philetus Parkus, Joann Wilson, jr. 

Genesee District.—Micah Seager, 
P. E. Nunda—QJ. Cosart. Prattsburg-— 
Ebenezer Fairchild, Cyrus Story. Bath-— | 
John Arnold, Menzar Doud. Newtown 
—Edmond O‘Fling, sup. Troupsburgh— 
Asa Orcott, Peter F. Baker, sup. Geneseo 
—Parker Buel, Robert Parker. Bloomfield 
—James Hemmingway, Asa Cummings, 
Henry F. Row. Rochester—John Demp- 
ster. 

BurraLo District.—Loring Grant, 
P.E. Lewiston— Andrew Prindle. Buf- 
falo and Black Rock—Glezen Fillmore. 
Sweden-——-Elijah Boardman. Perry—-- 
Chester V. Adgate, John Parker. Rush- 
ford——Daniel Shepardson, Miflin Harker. 
Clarence—Joseph Atwood. Boston—John 
Wiley, Wilbur Hoag. Aurora——Ira 
Brownson, Philo Woodworth. Elba— 
Calvin M. Flint. Batavia—Benajah Wil- 
liams, 4sa Abel, Jonathan Heustis. Ridge- 
way--John Copeland, Ephraim Herrick. 

Joseph Gardner, without a station. 


OBITUARY. 


DEATH OF JOHN ADAMS 


Tue annals of history do not furnish an 
event parallel to this. Though the historic 
page abounds with the records of states- 
men, heroes, and philosophers, and faith- 
fully announces their deeds and their 
death, yet where do we find it any where 
recording the departure in one day, nearly 
in the same hour, of two such distinguished 
individuals as Joun ADams and THoMas 
JEFFERSON ; whose acts had been so 
blended together in the ever memorable 
struggle of the American revolution, as 
almost to make them the acts of one indi- 
vidual ; who had successively risen to the 
first offices in the gift of their country,— 
then withdrawing to the peaceful shades 
of domestic life, living in a dignified re- 
tirement, revered and beloved by their 
countrymen, and respected by foreigners, 
until their silvered heads proclaimed that 
time with them could be but little longer ; 
and then, as if summoned away by the 
same voice at once, sinking into the arms 
of death in that very day on which, fifty 
years since, they signed the instrument 
which gave birth to a nation—a nation of 
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freemen! This, not only has no parallel 
in history, but it cannot occur again, at 
least in our beloved country. With but 
little variation, it may be said of them, as 
it was said of Saul and Jonathan, They 
were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and 
in their death they were not divided. 

From the various notices in the news- 
papers, we have selected the following 
items respecting the life and death of Mr. 
Adams : 

From the Boston Patriot. 
DEATH OF JOHN ADAMS. 

‘** On Tuesday last closed the half cen- 
tury since the patriots and sages of this 
country proclaimed its independence, and 
with its parting rays the spirit of the elder 
Apams ascended to heaven. The bold 
and energetic spirit which inspired the 
councils of America with the determina- 
tion to become independent has ascended 
on high, and that eloquent tongue which 
urged its declaration on the fourth of July, 
1776, on the fourth of July, 1826, was pal- 
sied in death. Thus has terminated, and 
gloriously terminated, the virtuous and 








patriotic life of John Adams—biessed by 
his country, honoured by the world, and 
immortal as history. Amidst the bosom 
of his family, the patriarch of the revolu- 
tion has closed his mortal career, viewing, 
as a patriarch of old, before his closing 
eyes, the expanding glories of his country, 
the fruits of his exertions and the bless- 
ings purchased by him for posterity. The 
ideas which occupy our minds in contem- 
plating his character and the period allot- 
ted by heaven for gathering him to his 
fathers, fill our hearts with such feelings 
as disable us from searching in books for 
the record of the many memorable inci- 
dents of his life, and we can only present 
such facts as are present to our memory. 
His virtues and services will employ the 
most eloquent tongues in the nation, and 
his history be written by its ablest histo- 
rian. His life and history are the history 
of liberty and the rights of man, triumph- 
ing over oppression, and founding a last- 
ing empire on the broad foundation of the 
people’s will, and the happiness of the 
governed. . 

**President Adams was educated at 
Cambridge, and to the profession of the 
law. Soeminent was his standing in that 
profession, that at an early age he was 
appointed chief justice of the state, but 
he declined this office. Amid the force of 
excitement produced by the Boston mas- 
sacre, he dared to undertake the defence 


of the British troops. His success inthis _ 


trial wascomplete. It evinced his talents 
and his strong sense of justice and official 
duty. A less intrepid spirit would not 
have dared to stem the current of popu- 
lar indignation by engaging in: such a 
cause. But itis not in his professional 
life but his political, that we are to trace 
his glorious career. He soon sacrificed 
his profession and every thing to the liber- 
ties of his fellow citizens and the inde- 
pendence of his country. In 1770 he was 
elected a representative from Boston, and 
in 1774 a member of the council, but was 
negatived by gov. Gage, from the part he 
took in politics. From 1770 and previous, 
and until 1776, he was constantly engaged, 
and took a leading part in all the measures 
which were adopted to defend the colonies 
from the unjust attacks of the British 
parliament. He was one of the earliest 
that contemplated the independence of 
the country, and her separation from the 
mother country. No man in the congress 
of 1776 did so much as he did to procure 
the declaration of independence. It is 
believed that the motion was made by a 
member from Virginia at his suggestion, 
that he seconded the motion and sustained 
it by most powerful and resistless argu- 
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ment. By his influence also, Mr. Jefier- 
son was placed at the head of the com- 
mittee who framed the declaration. His 
reason for procuring the motion to come 
from Virginia, and of placing one of her 
delegation at the head of the committee, 
was to engage the hearty co-operation of 
that great state in the work of indepen- 
dence. By the committee who were ap- 
pointed on the subject of a separation 
from the mother country, Mr. Jefferson 
and Mr. Adams were appointed a sub- 
committee to frame a declaration of inde- 
pendence. The draft reported, was that 
of Mr. Jefferson, and he has deservedly 
received great credit for it. But those 
who consider how much easier it is to 
draft a report than to procure its passage 
and adoption, and who reflect that Mr. 
Jefferson never spoke in public, and that 
John Adams was the bold and daring spirit 
of the congress of 1776, and the eloquent 
advocate of its boldest measures, cannot 
fail to award him the highest honour 
which the adoption of that declaration 
could confer. From the declaration of 
independence, until the peace, Mr. Adams 
was employed in the same glorious cause. 
While Washington at the head of our ar- 
mies was fighting the battles of liberty, 
and defending our country from the ra- 
vages of the enemy, Adams was employed 
in a service less brilliant, but scarcely less 
important. Through the whole war, he 
was exerting his talents at the various 
courts of Europe, to obtain loans and al- 
liances, and every succor to sustain our 
armies and the cause of liberty and our 
independence. Nor did his labours cease 
until he had accomplished every object for 
which he was sent abroad, nor until he 
had sealed our independence by a treaty 
of peace, which he signed, with Great 
Britain. 

“Immediately after the treaty of peace, 
he was appointed ambassador to Great 
Britain :—on the adoption of the constitu- 
tion he was elected first vice president of 
the United States. During the whole 
period of the presidency of Washington, 
Mr. Adams was vice president. He was 
as uniformly consulted by Washington as 
though he had been a member of his cabi- 
net, on all important questions. On the 
death of Washington Mr. Adams was 
elected his successor. 

‘During the administration of Mr. 
Adams, party spiritraged without restraint. 
Too independent to wear the trammels of 
either party, he was warmly supported by 
neither. Too open for concealment, and 
perfectly void of guile and intrigue, he 
practised no arts to secure himself in 
power. At the expiration ofthe first term, 
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Mr. Jefferson, the candidate of the repub- 
lican party, and his successful competitor, 
received four votes more than Mr. Adams. 
Mr. Adams then retired to private life at 
his seat in Quincy. 

“When the foreign aspect of our coun- 
try becamie clouded, and difficulties over- 
shadowed it, he came forth the warmest 
- advoeate of the rights of the country, and 
of those measures of the administration 
calculated to sustain them. His letter in 
defence of our seamen against foreign im- 
pressment, is one of the ablest and most 
irresistible arguments in the English lan- 
guage. So satisfied were those who had 
been politically opposed to him, of his me- 
rits and services, that he was selected by 
the republicans of Massachusetts, as their 
candidate for governor, on the death of 
gov. Sallivan—but he declined again en- 
tering into public life. He was one of the 
electors, and president of the electoral 
college, when Mr. Monroe was elected 
president of the U. States. Having been 
the principal draftsman of the constitution 
of this state, when the convention was 
called to amend it in 1820, he was unani- 
mously elected their president. On his 
declining this honour, unanimous resolu- 
tions were passed by this great body of 
five hundred, selected from all parties, 
expressive of their exalted sense of his 
merits and public services. 

‘The private character of president 
Adams was perfectly pure, unsullied and 
unstained. There was no Christian or 
moral duty which he did not fulfil; the 
kindest of husbands and the best of fathers. 
To the excellent precepts and education 
which he gave his children, the nation are 
undoubtedly indebted for having at this 
time at their head his eldest son.” 

From the Essex Register. 

‘¢ President Adams was serene and tran- 
quil to the last. Conscious of having per- 
formed his duty, and of a life well spent 
and devoted to his country, the blasts of 
calumny which assailed his declining years 
never ruffied the serenity of his mind.— 
He regarded them as little as the troubled 
elements, for he knew that like them they 
would soon subside, and that then, every 
thing would be like his own bosom, peace 
and sunshine. To say that he had weak 
points and foibles, is but to say that he 
wasa man. Buthis defects were those of 
a bold and daring spirit, an open, generous 
and confiding heart. He knew no guile 
and he feared none. Having no selfish 
purposes to answer, he practised no arts 
to effect them. At the age of ninety, at 
the completion of a half century from the 
commencement of that revolution he had 
been so instrumental in effecting, he sunk 
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by gradual decay into the arms of death. 
He lived to see his country’s liberties pla- 
ced on a firm and immovable basis, and 
the light of liberty which she diffused en- 
lightening the whole earth. On the jubilee 
of independence, his declining faculties 
were roused by the rejoicings in the me- 
tropolis. He inquired the cause of the 
salutes, and was told it was the fourth of 
July. He answered, ‘it is a great and, 
glorious day.’ He never spake more.— 
Thus his last thoughts and his latest words 
were like those of his whole life, thoughts 
and words which evinced a soul replete 
with love of country and interest in her 
welfare.” 
From the Boston Centinel. 
INTERMENT OF MR. ADAMS, 

‘* Azreeably to arrangements made, the 
remains of the hon. John Adams were en- 
tombed on Friday afternoon at Quincy, 
with every token of veneration, respect 
and affection. 

‘An immense body of citizens assem- 
bled from various parts of the state. Seve- 
ral carriages were from Salem and more 
remote towns. 

“* A corps of artillery, stationed on Mt. 
Wallaston, fired minute guns, during the 
whole time of the funeral services, and 
several similar tokens of respect were 
heard in the adjoining towns ; the bells of 
which were tolled, and the flags on various 
gunhouses, &c, were hoisted half-staff. 

“The relatives of the deceased, the so- 
cieties, and others, assembled at the late 
president’s mansion. 5 

‘*The citizens of Quincy met in the town 
hall, organized, and moved in a body to 
the vicinity of the mansion house, when, 
about 4 o’clock, the funeral procession 
was formed, under the direction of seve- 
ral marshals, composed of gentlemen of 
Quincy. 

ORDER OF PROCESSION. 
Marshal. 
Citizens of Quincy. 
Undertaker. 
Pall bearers. Pall bearers. 


Hon. Mr. Greenleaf. 
Judge Story. 
Lt. Gov. Winthrop. 


Judge Davis. 
President Kirkland. 
Governor Lincoln. fo) 
1.) 
Male relatives. 
Members of honourable council. 
Senators, 
Speaker and members of the house of represent- 
atives. 
Secretary and treasurer. 
Hon. Messrs. Lioyd, Silsbee, Webster, Crownin- 
shield, Bailey and Everett. 

Mayor, aldermen and common council of Boston. 
City auditor, clerk and marshal. 
Professors 
and other officers of the University. 
Members of the Cincinnati. 

Clergy of a large number of towns. 
United States navy and army officers. 








Militia officers. 
United States civil officers. 
Strangers. 
Citizens’of the towns in the vicinity of Quincy. 
‘.}welve mourning coaches, with female relatives, 
closed the procession. 


“The procession was of great length. 
When the front arrived at the meeting- 
house, the citizens of Quincy opened 
ranks, while the corpse, the relatives, and 
others, entered the church, the pulpit and 
galleries of which were dressed in mourn- 
ing. The house was thronged. 

“The services commenced and closed 
with anthems. The Rev. Mr. Whitney, 
pastor of the society, addressed the throne 
of grace in prayer, and delivered an im- 
pressive sermon, in which he gave a sum- 
mary of the eminent services, distinguish- 
ed talents, amiable life, and Christian 
virtues of his venerated parishioner. 

** The body was then borne to the burial 
ground and deposited in the family tomb.” 


Information respecting-Mr. JEFFERSON, 
though certainly not less distinguished as 
a statesman, and philosopher, and having 
no less a claim on his countrymen for his 
eminent services, has not been as yet so 
full and particular as has been furnished 
concerning Mr. Apams. From the several 
notices which have appeared in the public 
prints, we are enabled to present our 
readers with the following facts in relation 
to this patriotic advocate and defender of 
his country’s rights : 


From the Richmond Family Visiter. 
‘‘THomas JEFFERSON breathed his last 
at Monticello, his residence in Albemarle, 
on Tuesday the 4th July, about 1 o’clock 
P. M., in the 84th year of his age. He 
was born in that county, and but a short 
distance from the place of his death, on 
the 2d of April 1743. He received his 
collegiate education at William and Mary, 
of which he received the highest honours ; 
and studied the profession of law under 
George Wythe, Esq., late chancellor of 
Virginia. He served the pyblic with but 
short intervals, from the period of his ma- 
jority, as justice of the peace, member of 
the legislature and of the continental con- 
gress, governor of Virginia, minister to 
Europe, secretary of the United States, 
vice president and president of the same, 
and finally as visitor and rector of the 
University of Virginia,—in all 61 years, 
most of which in distant states or foreign 
countries.” 

Extract of a letter from Charlottesville, 
July 4: ‘‘ Mr. Jefferson was sensible of 
the approach of death. He was evidently 
gratified at living to see the 4th of July, 
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which it is said he expressed intelligibly, 
though having lost the power of speech. 
He died without pain, the spark of life 
seeming rather to go out of itself by lack 
of fuel, than to be blown out. The de- 
claration of independence was reading in 
Charlottesville at the minute of his dis- 
solution, and no doubt at many other 
places.” 

Another letter, same date: ‘‘ Mr. Jef- 
ferson departed this life to day at 1 o’clock. 
How singular a coincidence of circum- 
stances! The same day has witnessed the 
dawn of his glory, and the termination of 
his glorious career. During his illness he 
constantly expressed a wish to live to see 
another 4th of July ; and though he has 
been speechless ever since yesterday even- 
ing, he intimated by signs great satisfac- 
tion at being permitted to-do so. He was 
perfectly resigned to the will of Provi- 
dence, and declared that he wished to die 
in peace with all the world.” 

We have only to say in conclusion, that 
it would have been highly gratifying to us, 
as no doubt also to the whole Christian 
community, to have heard from these two 
eminent individuals, so justly famed for 
their many praiseworthy qualities as the 
fathers of their country,—the splendour of 
which, instead of being diminished, will 
only be increased by the tongue of slan- 
der and the sneer of calumny,—a more 
decided testimony in favour of that gos- 
pel which “‘ brought life and immortality 
to light.” That Socrates and others, whom 
we denominate heathens, should, on the 
approach of death, comfort themselves and 
their friends with the hope of immortality, 
while these, who were surrounded with 
rays of light so far transcending, in cer- 
tainty, in brilliancy, and in permanency, 
those feeble tapers which so faintly shone 
on the path of the others, should not utter 
a syllable respecting their future hopes 
and prospects, sheds a melancholy gloom 
over the bright anticipations which we 
should otherwise enjoy, while contempla- 
ting the venerated individuals of whom 
we are speaking. But we gladly check 
our reflections on this subject, under the 
full belief and knowledge, that they have 
gone before that omnipotent Being whose 
sole prerogative it is to judge the heart, 
and who will not only do right, but 
‘whose mercy is as great as his power, 
neither of which knows measure nor end ;” 
trusting that the same mercy which we 
most earnestly beg for ourselves, was 
granted to them in their ‘expiring mo- 
ments. 
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MEMOIR OF MISS EREA ARNOLD, 


Daughter of the Rev. Smith Arnold, of Beekman, Dutchess County, N. ¥. 
Written by her sister. 


My dear sister was born in the town of 
Litchfield, state of New- York, August 21, 
1799. Her parents were among the first 
that espoused the cause of Methodism in 
that place. Her father had no sooner 
tasted the riches of Jesus’ love, than he 
felt an anxious desire for the salvation of 
others, and did not fail at every opportu- 
nity to warn sinners to flee from the wrath 
tocome. Feeling that a dispensation of 
the gospel was committed to him, he did 
not hesitate to leave his family, but cheer- 
fully went forward, committing them into 
the hands of that God whose gospel he felt 
he was called to preach. The care of 
the children therefore devolved on their 
mother, who faithfully instructed them in 
the way of life and salvation, and daily 
had them in remembrance at the throne 
of grace. She soon saw that her labour 
Was not in vain, for Erea early manifested 
an inclination to walk in the path of right- 
eousness. When at the age of three and 
four years, she would beg her mother to 
teach her her prayers,'which she was never 
tired of repeating. About the age of 
five or six, being then able to read, she 
took much delight in sitting by her mother 
when alone, and reading to her the Bible 
and other good books suitable to her age. 
She was often found beside her parent in 
secret prayer, and listened with much ap- 
parent pleasure to the religious conversa- 
tion which she frequently had an opportu- 
nity of hearing. 

In 1808 being about nine years of age, 
Erea, together with her father, then sta- 
tioned on Chatham circuit, and the rest 
of the family, attended a campmeeting at 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts. Young as she 
was, she felt that she was a sinner; and 
went to this campmeeting, as she after- 
wards said, with a full determination to 
seek the salvation of her soul. The se- 
cond day of the meeting while she and 
two other girls of her age, were walking 
in the grove by themselves, Erea suddenly 
stopped and said, ‘‘what do we, here ? 
This is not spending our time aright: I 
came here to seek religion.” ‘‘ SodidI,” 
replied one of her associates, “‘let us go 
into the prayermeeting, perhaps the Lord 
will bless us.” They went accordingly, 
and requested some pious females of their 
acquaintance to pray for them. Erea then 
knelt down, and whilst the children of the 
Lord addressed the throne of grace in her 
behalf, her Saviour suddenly spoke peace 


to her soul, and she rejoiced with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. An infant 
child, thus speaking forth the praises of 
God, and telling the wonders of his love, 
attracted the attention of all around. 
Some praised the Lord and said, ‘‘ out of 
the mouths of babes hast thou perfected 
praise.” Others wept; whilst some said 
the child had been previously instructed, 
and acted her part well. But whatever 
were the opinions of the gay and the irre- 
ligious, she ever manifested by her walk 
and conversation that the work was genu- 
ine, and that the fear of the Lord was 
deeply engraven on her heart. 

From Chatham her father removed to 
Amenia. Here, going to school and agso- 
ciating with thoughtless girls of her own 
age, she in some measure lost that com- 
fort and consolation which she at first 
enjoyed. But the fear of God was ever 
before her eyes: and if she was at any 
time told that she had sinned against 
Him, it gave her the greatest trouble. The 
next year her father removed to Hillsdale. 
Erea was still kept at school. Happily 
one of her schoolmates feared the Lord : 
they soon became acquainted, and fre- 
quently conversed on the subject of reli- 
gion. In the fall another was added to 
their number, which was a cause of much 
joy and rejoicing among them; and yet 
there was a degree of reserve on the sub- 
ject of religion which hindered them from 
being profitable to each other. Her sis- 
ter observing this, requested them to re- 
tire with her into a private room, the 
school being kept in a dwelling house, 
which they accordingly did, and there 
poured out their hearts to the Lord. When 
they left the room, she told them to retire 
every day to thisapartment, and there re- 
new their strength by calling on the name of 
the Lord. They were ready to obey, rejoiced 
that the way was opened, and did not fail 
being punctual to the time and place, and 
soon found the profit of so doing, for the 
Lord shone in upon them with the light of 
his glorious countenance, and whilst fold- 
ed in each other’s arms, they wept for joy, 
and the fulness of their hearts broke forth 
in new songs of praise. But they soon 
felt that they were too confined, and 
agreed to withdraw to a neighbouring 
grove, where they continued to meet daily 
for social prayer, until the weather be- 
came too cold for them to continue their 
devotional exercises in the open air. 














ET sre ee peg: 
“it, Gra ASRS i geass RR i eee 





a 


EC ta ise oa a 


eae 





Un her deathbed, my dear sister fre- 
quently spoke with warmth and animation, 
of the comfort which she here enjoyed. 
‘‘It was then,” said she, “that the Lord 
caused my cup to run over, and constrain- 
ed me to shout aloud redeeming grace 
and dying love.” ‘‘I never met,” said 
she, ‘‘ with my young companions but we 
sought a place of retirement, where we 
might unobserved speak of the goodness 
of God and call upon hisname. We had 
only to ask, and such blessings were show- 
ered upon us as there was scarcely room 
tocontain. My peace daily flowed like a 
river, and J rejoiced with joy unspeakable.” 

The following winter another was added 
to their little band, which was new cause 
of joy, or to use her own words, “‘ we went 
on our way rejoicing ; some said that we 
were too young to know any thing of the 
realities of religion, but for one I can truly 
say that my enjoyments were great, and 
more perhaps than when I became older, 


for then company and the fascinating. 


charms of a wicked world, took up too 
much of my attention ; yet I always have 
had seasons in which the Lord has mani- 
fested himself to me in a peculiar and 
glorious manner.” 

On the Ist of January 1824, my beloved 
sister was attacked by a violent fever, from 
the effects of which she never recovered ; 
but lingered along with an almost incredi- 
ble degree of suffering and patient resig- 
nation, until the summer of 1825, when 
she exchanged the pains and miseries of a 
transient world, for a crown of unfading 
glory in heaven. 

I was hastily summoned home July 21, 
to witness the last moments of my dear 
sister. I found her weak indeed in body, 
but strong in the Lord, and rejoicing in 
the hope of a better inheritance. She had 
previously desired that every preparation 
should be made for her funeral, and when 
informed every thing was in readiness 
desired to see her grave clothes. She 
examined them with the utmost compo- 
sure, observing that it was a satisfaction to 
her to see every thing prepared. This 
was about two months before her death, 
and from this time she daily ripened for 
glory ; she said if any thing attached her 
to earth, it was the strong desire her 
friends manifested for her to live. Pos- 
sessing naturally an affectionate disposi- 
tion, loving much and being much beloved, 
the parting scene was more painful than 
it otherwise might have been: but grace 
conquered, and the dying love of Jesus 
enabled ber to shout victory over all. On 
Sabbath the 24th, many persons came to 
see her; she spoke much of the love of 
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Jesus. On the evening of the same day I 
said to her, ‘“‘ Erea, when you were little 
you used to sing, 
‘I'm going to join the tribes above,’ 

can you sing the same song still?” “O 
yes,” she exclaimed, “glory, glory, glory; 
yes, glory hallelujah.” To brother Hor- 
ton who stood at ber bedside she said, “I 
feel just as 1 did when the Lord converted 
my soul, glory, hallelujah!” Observing 
her brothers standing at the foot of the 
bed, she warned them to flee from the 
wrath to come, and then regularly warned 
all the unconverted that were in the room: 
then said, ‘‘O how I wish there were 
more here that I might tell them of the 
love of Jesus.” Observing my brother 
and myself to weep much, she said, ‘‘ don’t 
weep, don’t weep, I’m going to my Jesus.” 
From this time until 7 o’clock next morn- 
ing, she spoke but little, when suddenly 
opening her eyes, she said, ‘‘ Julia is that 
you ? how happy Iam. What a glorious 
time I have had, but I am quite deaf.” 
On her sister’s saying, ‘‘ that was a sign of 
her approaching end,” she again shouted 
the high praises of God. ‘I once thought,” 
said she, ‘‘ I never could give up my friends, 
they lay so near my heart, but I now give 
them all up for my Jesus. I am ready to 
go, farewell father and mother, that dear 
mother that took me by her side, and 
taught me the way to heaven. But why 
do you weep? do not weep unless you 
weep for joy, for Iam going to my Sa- 
viour.” 

This was the last conversation she had 
with any of us; she gradually became ine 
sensible to all things of an carthly nature, 
and at half past eleven o’clock, P. M., on 
the 25th of July, 1825, frail nature sink- 
ing in the arms of death, the happy spirit 
made its triumphant exit, and sweetly 
‘* languished into life.” 

Her funeral was attended the next day 
at 2 o’clock. A numerous and devout 
congregation attended, to whom brother 
Nicholas White of Dutchess circuit ad- 
dressed the words of the apostle, Rev. xiv, 
13, ‘* Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth : Yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their labours ; and 
their works do follow them.” 

Thus lived—thus died, Erea Arnold. 
A pattern of filial affection, and of early 
piety. Atrophy of divine grace, and one 
of the blessed fruits of campmeeting. She 
began her Christian race in childhood ; 
with almost undeviating step she pursued 
her course “‘ through the slippery paths of 
youth,” and to the honour of divine grace 
endured faithful unto the end. May her 
warning voice be regarded by those dear 
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relatives and friends who survive her. 
May the lustre of her bright example at- 
tract many to follow her in the paths of 
piety, and may the remembrance of her 
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happy and triumphant death, be a source 
of consolation to her bereaved friends til} 


they join her in the church above. 
Beekman, Dutchess Co. N. Y. April 20, 1826. 





DEATH OF MRS. ELIZABETH CHOATE. 


Amone the number of indubitable evi- 
dences in favour of Christianity, the tri- 
umphant death of its professors is not the 
least. And it certainly is a matter of 
no small consolation to the followers of 
Christ, to hear of their brethren in the 
kingdom and patience of Jesus, leaving a 
testimony of the religion they profess, 
and the firmness of that foundation upon 
which their hopes are built. 

EvizaBeTH CHoarte, the subject of this 
memoir, was the wife of SamueL CuoaTeE, 
Esq. of the county of Monroe, Michigan 
Territory. She was among the firstfruits 
of the labours of our ministerial brethren, 
on the Thames circuit, in the province of 
Upper Canada, where she became a sub- 
ject of converting grace in the year 1809. 
From thence the family removed to the 
state of Ohio, in time of the late war; 
and thence to the place abovementioned 
‘in 1815. Though there were but few re- 
ligious privileges here, she retained her 
integrity, setting an example of piety be- 
fore her family and neighbours. The fruit 
of her prayers and tears may be seen, 
first, in the conversion of her companion, 
and then her children; three of whom 
are the subjects of converting grace, and 
members of the church of Christ. 

In the year 1822 at a quarterly meeting 
held in the town of Monroe, she experi- 
enced the sanctifying grace of God, by 
which she was enabled to “‘rejoice ever 
more, pray without ceasing, and in every 
thing give thanks.” 

Her last sickness commenced on the 
15th of January last, and terminated the 
2d of April. Her sufferings, which some- 
times were very excruciating, she bore 
with the greatest patience and resignation. 
While under the afflicting hand of Divine 
Providence, I ‘visited her several times : 
and when asked the state of her mind, she 
would frequently say, “there is not a 
single cloud intervening between heaven 
and my soul.” In the first part of her afflic- 
tion she sometimes appeared desirous to 
get well, for the purpose of raising her 
children, some of whom were small ; but 
she soon resigned them into the hand of 
the Lord, knowing that he was able and 
willing to take care of them. At other 
times she expressed a desire to be gone to 
her heavenly rest—but would then pray 


earnestly for patience to suffer all the wil! 
of the Lord. On my way round the cir- 
cuit about three weeks betore her death, I 
visited her the last time. Conversing with 
her on the subject of death, she raised her 
arm, and with a smile of heavenly resig- 
nation said, ‘‘ Brother, this looks like the 
church-yard, does it not?” From that 
time her bodily strength failed, but her 
confidence in the Lord appeared to in- 
crease ; and “‘ while the outward man was 
decaying, the inward man was renewed 
day by day.” In the last moments of her 
life, she gave the clearest evidence of her 
acceptance with God. After several strug- 
gles, (each of which was supposed to be 


‘her last,) she sunk away apparently in the 


arms of death, and continued in this situ- 
ation for about forty minutes; she then 
revived, and opening her eyes, with an 
audible voice and a degree of wonder she 
said, ‘‘Is it possible Igm here yet ?” and 
then repeatedly exclaimed, “‘O Lord, how 
long!” Turning to her companion, she 
asked and obtained permission to givaone 
of the small children to a sister sitting by 
her ;—when she gave it up in the most 
solemn manner, saying, ‘‘ Here sister, I 
give you this child in the name of the 
Lord: take it and raise it in the fear of 
Gop.” The answer was, ‘‘I will endea- 
vour to do so, God being my helper.” — 
She then named another small child, and 
said to her elder daughter, ‘‘ This I give to 
you as your own child :” adding the most 
solemn exhortation to live for God, and 
bring up the child in his fear. Naminga 
third child, she said, ‘‘ I give her into the 
hands of the Lord :—now my work is 
done.” Then addressing her sister sitting 
by, she said, ‘‘ Now Ill take another start 
for the kingdom ;” when closing her eyes, 
she slept in Jesus, without a struggle or 
a groan. 

To this I add, that since the 15th of 
September, 1825, eleven members Of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Detroit 
circuit have departed this life, ten of whom 
gave the most satisfactory evidence of 
their acceptance with the Lord. “ Pre- 
cious in the sight of the Lord is the death 
of his saints.” 

Your servant in the gospel of Christ, 

Joun A. Bavcuman. 

Monroe, May 1, 1826. 























